

nations boost 
fund 


TENNA, March i5<R).- -Leading industrialised nations 
: Q d three Arab oti-producfag states today agreed in 
rfndpla to boost a United Nations fund for helping poor 
vwit ri^i by about 75 per cent to $7.6 billion, diplomatic 
V jurces said. . During a twp*day meeting here, senior 
•. .. m>n «» minist ry officials from 23 industrialised states 
■ ' x lus Saudi Arabih,' Kuwait and the United Arab Emirate 
greed to step up allocations to a three-year fund of 
te United Nations International Development Associa- 
tion ODA)/ Hie affixations, stm to be formally put to 
;'ie IDA’S executive directors, will be used to provide 
poorest developing countries with cheap loans. 
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U.S. embargo doesn’t worry Smith 

SALISBURY, March 15 (R). — Prime Minister lan Smith 
said tonight the reimposition of the United States em- 
bargo on imports of Rhodesian chrome would have a 
minimal effect on his country's economy. Mr. Smith said 
the repeal of the amendment would be an example of 
the direct pressures applied to Rhodesia “designed to 
weaken our resistance." In a radio and television broad- 
cast he said: “In fact the repeal will have a minimal 
effect on our economy. The Americans must be well awa- 
re of this but they presumably believe their action will 
weaken our resolve. They will find that their assessment 
was wrong." 

(see U.S. Senate votes — p. 6) 
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Arab prisoners in 
Ramleh jail begin 
hunger strike 


n 


iPJED JERUSALEM, Mar. 
1. — Several dozen Arab 
ers serving terms in Ra- 
jail for security offences 
' began a hunger strike 

. Israeli prison authorities 
.was planned to last 24 

. start of the hunger strl- 
- Ramleh, west of occupied 
tem, coincided with the 
u ' a similar 24-hour action 

/;/17i,.lsoneis at Ramallah jail 

4 occupied West Bank, a 

, man for the prisons au- 
WiV said. 

(fj,V added that all but five of 
'■soners at Asqalan jail 
* f r> re re on a hunger strike 
f their action today after 
'•Liceks. 

prisoners, mainly captu- 
lembers of Palestinian 
11a groups, have been 
ting -against conditions of 
(1 onmebt 

Sli militaiy forces claim, 
^er, that the strikes are 
1 out os orders from Pa- 
— cm guerrilla movements 


in 


and aimed at inciting disturba- 
" sees in Arab areas occupied by 
Israel since the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

Israeli militaiy authorities 
say that of the complaints vo- 
iced by the prisoners which the 
Latemational Red Cross agrees 
is justified is over-crowding in 
the jails. 

A government official today 
said new wings would this year 
be built at the Jenin and the 
Hebron jails to face the over- 
crowding situation. 

The Israeli prison authorities 
say they hold about 3,100 Arab 
prisoners of which close to* 80 
per cent axe sentenced security 
offenders and the remaineder 
common law prisoners or sus- 
pected security offenders awai- 
ting triaL 

Israel jails currently also 
hold about 15 prisoners with- 
out trial under a British law 
which was in force here during 
the mandate period but which 
has never been repealed, the 
Israelis say. 



THIS PLANE IS HIJACKED -- Armed plain-do toes policemen in Turin, Italy, luesaay crouca 
under the plane hijacked by Italian mechanic Luciano PorcarL Mr. Forcari hijacked the 
Boeing 727 Monday over Barcelona and has made stopovers in Abidjan (Ivory Coast), Seville 
(Spain), Algiers, Turin and Zurich. The plane carried 36 people originally most of whom were 
freed at the various stopovers. Mr. Forcari hijacked the plane in order to force authorities in 
Abidjan and Zurich to hand over to him his two illegitimate daughters living with their respec- 
tive mothers in the two named cities. Mr. Forcari Later ordered the plane to head to Moscow 
where he has promised to give himself up. (AP wirephoto). 


Polls open today 


r LP denies softening 
tend on settlement 


Indian opposition claims attack 
on Sanjay Gandhi an election gimmick 


March 15 (AFP). — 
'opular Front for the 14- 
■■ v of Palestine (PFLP) 
' denied there was any 
- .. in its stand balling for 

liberation of the who- 

• . \*,fclestin& 

~ spokesman Bmacatw Abu. 
. .'..said at a news confer- 
v idea” that the 

• a member of the "Re- 
■ . “ Front” -- had changed 

icy was “false”. 

spokesman's remarks fo- 
-• '-.a comment earlier to- 
. Palestine liberation Or- 
» -• -ion (PLO) leader Yasser 
: that there had apparen- 
: ~.u a change in the Rejec- 
i- .ont’s stand. 

" • Arafat based his com- 
. n a statement by Taysir 

r :* PFLP Jeader, at the Pa- 

/-n- National Council me- 
1 ere earlier today that his 
ent was ready to raise 
estinian flag on even 10 
i. tans of liberated tem- 

na tc 

Cbu Sharif repeated that 
t ^ LP was prepared to es- 
IctilVv' Palestinian authority 
ay parcel of liberated 
_ .whatever its size. 

c 2C- ! 

■>» «• his was on the condition 

be liberation takes place 
i a change in the balan- 
power through struggle 
inner which allows ns to 
ih this authority and to 
» the combat with pro- 
. t Jews in Israel to ins- 
democratic state in Pa- 
’ he said. 

as also conditional on a 
gy of liberation without 
afons under the current 


balance of power,” he added. 

“We will not recognise Is- 
rael,” Mr. Abu Sharif said. “We 
do not reject negotiation in an 
abstract sense. We merely 
want negotiation to take place 
under an acceptable balance of 
power." 


NEW DELHI. March 15, (R). — 
The main Indian opposition 
group today charged that an 
assassination, attempt on Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi’s youn- 
ger son had been fabricated on 
the eve of the general elections. 

Government leaders said a 
deliberate attempt had been ma- 
de on the life of 30-year-old 
Sanjay Gandhi last night while 
he was completing a campaign 
tour of his north Indian cons- 
tituency. 

But- the opposition Janata 


Of Carter’s remarks on Mi. 

Lebanese F.M. cautions 
against hasty judgement 


BEIRUT, March 15 (R). — Le- 
banese Foreign Minister Fuad 
Butros today cautioned against 
hasty judgement of President 
Jimmy Carter’s suggestion of 
“defensible boundaries” for 
Israel 

■Mr. Butros, who told report- 
ers he received the full text of 
President ■ Carter’s statement 
yesterday, said bis remarks rai- 
sed more questions than they 
answered. 

At a news conference last 
week, . President Carter said : 
"The recognised borders have 
to be mutual- The Arab nations, 
the Israeli nation, have to agree 
on permanent and recognised 
borders, where sovereignty is 
legal as mutually agreed. De- 
fence lines may or may not co- 
nform in the foreseeable future 
to those legal borders." 

Mr. Butros told a press sta- 
tement : “It may be premature 
to say whether this attitude is 
final and rigid, because it can- 
not be so. It may be either a 
casual outlook or a sounding 
out, as is customary in interna- 
tional diplomacy.” 


Arab ambassadors who met 
U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus 
Vance after Mr. Carter’s rem- 
arks had declared they saw no 
change in the American Middle 
East policy, Mr. Butros said. 

, He added that a dear picture 
would emerge during forthco- 
ming visits to Washington by 
Arab leaders. 

In Tel Aviv, meanwhile, Isra- 
eli military correspondents re- 
ported today that exchanges of 
gunfire between Lebanese for- 
ces and Palestinian guerrillas 
across the border from Metulla, 
Israel's most northerly town, 
continued throughout yesterday 
with unaccustomed intensity. 

For the first time they ex- 
tended to Mais A1 Jabal, a Mo- 
slem village near Manara, they 
said. 

In a related development mi- 
litary sources quoted by the 
correspondents knew nothing 
of the unit of 70 men which 
according to reports from Bei- 
rut had been sent into south 
Lebanon to take control of the 
area. 


Party described the incident as 
a “stage-managed fabrication". 

‘T am convinced that the in- 
cident just did not occur,” Ja- 
nata Party Secretary General 
Suren dr a Mohan told a crowded 
news conference here. He dem- 
anded an immediate judicial in- 
quiry into the incident 

Senior cabinet ministers and 
chief ministers of several sta- 
tes blamed the shooting on a 
psychosis of terror and viole- 
nce which they said the oppo- 
sition parties had whipped up. 

Voting takes place tomorrow 
for. 300 of the 540 seats at sta- 
kes in the new parliament with 
some 190 million people eligi- 
ble to cast their ballots. 

The remaining 240 contests 
will be decided over the next 
four days. First results will be 

Syria seeks 
revival of 
Soviet aid 

DAMASCUS, March 15 (R). — 
Syria hopes that President Ha- 
fez Assad's forthcoming visit 
to Moscow will lead to the re- 
vival of Soviet military and 
economic aid, political sources 
said here. 

They said this aid has been 
cut to the minimum since mid- 
1976 when Syrian troops mov- 
ed into Lebanon in force at the 
very moment when Soviet Pre- 
mier Alexei Kosygin was in 
Damascus. 

President Assad is expected 
to go to Moscow before he 
meets U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter in Europe early in May, 
he last visited the Soviet capi- 
tal in October 1975. 

Official sources said the ar- 
rangement of Mr. Assad's visit 
to Moscow follows two months 
of diplomatic activity by Soviet 
Ambassador Nuretdin Mukhit- 
dinov and other envoys. 


Palace adviser Saltan Lutfi says in interview 

Tax, labour policies can help offset 
grim social consequences of inflation 


announced, when polling is com- 
pleted across the country on 
Sunday evening. 

The shooting incident in Mr. 
Gandhi’s constituency of Ame- 
thi brought a dramatic finish 
to the long, tense election ba- 
ttle in which the ruling Cong- 
ress Party is facing its first real 
threat of defeat after 30 years 
in power. 

Both the r uling Congress and 
Janata parties have predicted 
victory by a wide margin, but 
independent political analysts 
. around the country, expect a 
very close result. 

No opinion polls have been 
published on voter intentions 
but the mood is clearly against 
the ruling party in most urban 
areas. 

It claims, however, that it 
Still has its traditional support 
in the villages, were 80 per cent 
of the Indian population live. 

Mrs. Gandhi rounded out her 
election campaign today with 
an appeal to Indian voters to 
return the Congress Party to 
power to “safeguard unity and 
secularism, to overcome pove- 
rty and to uphold India's dign- 
ity in the world." 

In an election meeting today 
in Sarkiya, Bihar, Mrs. Gandhi 
asserted that the Janata Party, 
which links four opposition gr- 
oups, had been formed only to 
defeat progressive measures 
and to create disorder to wea- 
ken the country. 

Meanwhile, the Janata Party 
announced today that Mr. Ge- 
orge Fernandes, Chairman of 
the Indian Socialist Party, had 
been admitted to hospital this 
evening in serious condition. 

Mr. Fernandes, 46, began a 
hunger strike in jail last Friday 
to protest against his continued 
detention for an alleged crim- 
inal conspiracy to overthrow 
the government by force. 

A Delhi session court refu- 
sed to grant him bail on Fri- 
day so that he could campaign 
in the parliamentary election. 
He is a Janata candidate from 
Muzaffaipur, in Bihar State. 


Chirac will 
be mayor 
of Paris 

PARIS, March 15 (R). — Gaul- 
list leader Jacques Chirac is 
e xp ec ted to be elected mayor 
of Paris on Sunday after strik- 
ing a deal today with the rival 
government candidate nominat- 
ed by President Valery Giscard 
d'Estaing. 

The agreement between M. 
Chirac and Industry Minister 
Michel d’Omano was designed 
to prevent the post, ranked 
third after the presidency and 
the premiership for power, 
from falling to the leftwing op- 
position. 

The pact obliges each man 
to withdraw from Sunday’s se- 
cond round of voting in pre- 
cincts where he trailed his ri- 
val in the first round last Sun- 
day. 

M. Chirac had a decisive ed- 
ge over M. d’Ornano in II of 
the 18 .districts in the first ro- 
und, and the two men toge- 
ther won just over half the vo- 
tes. ' 

The agreement helped to de- 
fuse tension in government 
ranks but fell far short of a 
reconciliation between the pre- 
sident and M. Chirac, whose 
rivalry has been intensifying 
since the Gaullist chief resign- 
ed as premier in a policy -dis- 
pute last August 

Khleifawi 
arrives 
here today 

DAMASCUS, March 15 (R). — 
Syrian Prime Minister Maj. Gen. 
Abdul Rahman Khleifawi lea- 
ves for Amman tomorrow for 
talks with Jordanian leaders on 
the Middle East situation .and 
further steps towards a possi- 
ble union between the two sta- 
tes, officials said here today. 

The officials said the Prime 
Minister would be accompanied 
by Foreign Minister Abdul Ha- 
lim Khaddam. 


on 

last leg of 
tour 


BEIRUT, March 15 (R). — Ita- 
lian Foreign Minister Arnaldo 
Forlani arrived here today for 
a short visit to Lebanon as part 
of a Middle Eastern tour. 

Mr. Forlani, who has already 
visited Egypt and Syria, win 
have talks with Lebanese Fo- 
reign Minister Fuad Butros on 
bilateral relations and the Mid- 
dle East crisis. . 

He will also be received by 
President Elias Sarkis before 
leaving for home. 

Before leaving Damascus air- 
port Mr. Forlani spoke to re- 
porters about Italy’s role in 
solving the middle east pro- 
blem. He said: "We want to 
participate in all initiatives ai- 
ming at finding a just and du- 
rable peace in the region.” 

“We in Italy believe that Sy- 
ria’s attitude is decisive in cre- 
ating suitable conditions for 
peace. I am confident that Pre- 
sident Assad works for finding 
peaceful conditions" he added. 


y Rami G. Khouri 
u to the Jordan Times 

Sultan Lutfi, senior e co- 
adviser to His High- 
■own Prince Hassan, has 
£d that a two-pronged 
& concentrating on tax 
kwt policies would best 
rdan overcome its Short- 
developmental bottle- 

M the Jordan Times in 
rview in his office at the 
Hashemite - Court this 
hat inflation is the big- 
worry” facing the sta- 
cial and economic Ob- 
1, and he added that 
t of high inflation at a 
i fuQ employment is 



there were 
Obstacles' in the 
Jordan’s economic go- 
* he listed as a lack 
infty in the economic 
. archaic government 
static procedures and 

ties, aim inflation. 
expressed particular co- 
# v? Jat he called the 
*era and social impact! 11 
*nt economic conditions 
ian, with particular zefa* 
-to tJw sbrlnking middle. 
' thfi fact' r ;tlwt the 


rich upper class benefits from 
the fruits of inflation while 
the middle and lower class 
people with fixed incomes are 
caught in a difficult and dange- 
rous squeeze. 

He related the inflation and 
labour worries by pointing out 
that a country normally has 
a “cushion” of unemployed pe- 
ople who can be brought into 
the labour force when they are 
needed in times of an econo- 
mic boom. Jordan, with full 
employment, no longer has this 
pool of reserve workers. 

It is this cushion, Mr. Lutfi 
said, that is often used to fill 
in the shortages in the labour 
force as well as to keep wages 
and salaries stable to counter 
inflationary pressures. 

With Jordan’s peculiar lab- 
our force structure (high emi- 
gration rate, low participation 
by women, low percentage of 
working people in relation to 
the entire population) the co- 
untry does' sot have many co- 
urses of remedial action open 
to it 

Mr. Lutfi explained: "We 
cannot afford our inflation rate 
with our full employment situ- 
ation, but we have few options. 
We'd ttfre .to retain our 
workers here in Jordan where 


they would keep the economic 
wheels of the country running 
and would generate more in- 
come than they now send back 
from their jobs in- the oil- 
producing. states. I think the 
estimate that we lost 25 per 
cent of our skilled workers 
last year is about right Once 
we were pleased by the fact 
that our work force could find 
work abroad and send money 
bade here, but we're not ple- 
ased any more. There’s only 
one way we edn really make up 
for them today, which is to 
mobilise the untrained and un- 
skilled workers in the country. 
The other options are to cut 
back on our projects and our 
goals, which we cannot afford 
to do, or to pay people the 
high salaries they get abroad, 
brhich we also cannot afford. 
Hierefore the last option is the 
only feasible one -- to use our 
unskille d workers, which in- 
cludes the move to bring more 
Jordanian women into the lab- 
our force. 

“We've made a fundamental 
shift in our educational philo- 
sophy, so that by 1980 over 35 
per cent of our high scool 
graduates will have gone thro- 
ugh curricula that stress .voca- 
tional training. WeVe alsq 


initiated a series of 3 -6- month 
intensive vocational training 
programmes to come up with 
the indigenous skilled workers 
we require. 

“The government has been 
doing all of this to date, and 
the private sector does not 
seem to be too serious about 
it. The armed forces are doing 
their job, but we'd like to see 
large private companies do 
some of this training in their 
own plants. 

“The major characteristic of 
the Jordanian labour force is 
underemployment We only 
have 20 per cent of Jordanians 
in the labour force, a very low 
rate, so every worker supports 
(Continued on page 2) 


Israel will tell Genscher: 
EEC “should not” interfere 
in Middle East politics 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, March 15 (R). — Israel will tell West 
German Foreign Minister Hans -Diet rich Genscher, who arrives 
tomorrow on a short visit, that the European Economic Community 
(EEC) should not interfere in Middle Eastern politics, government 
officials said today. 

The officials said they were very anxious to hear Herr Gen- 
s Cher's impressions of his recent visits to Arab countries. 

Herr Genscher will meet Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Defence Minister Shimon Peres befor leaving on Friday. 

Middle East problems will figure prominently, and Israel will 
inform Heir Genscher that EEC interference in die area’s political 
affairs is not conducive to reaching an understanding between 
Israel and the Arabs, Israeli sources said. 

hi a separate development from Herr Genscher said today on 
his return from Washington that he and American o fficia l s reach- 
ed “broad agreemnt concerning the important problems”. 

He said that his talks with President Jimmy Carter included 
the subject of West Germany's contract to sell nuclear power 
plants to Brazil. 


Security Council 
defers M.E. debate 


UNITED NATIONS, March 15 
(R). — The Security Council 
today agreed to give priority to 
African issues, beginning with 
debate on the Rhodesia situa- 
tion next Friday, and to defer 
consideration of the Middle 
East question. 

Egyptian Ambassador Ismat 
Abdul Meguid said yesterday 
he wanted an early council me- 
eting to consider the failure of 
efforts so far to reconvene the 
Geneva peace conference. 

But, after a private meeting 
of council members today, un- 
der the presidency of U.S. Am- 
bassador Andrew Young, a 
U.N. spokesman announced 
that priority would go to Afri- 
can questions. 

Diplomatic sources said black 
African states were unwilling 
to have the Middle East situa- 
tion debated first. These sour- 
ces also said it appeared un- 
likely that the council would 
deal with the Middle East until 
April. 

Secretary General Kurt Wal- 
dheim will be away from Mar- 
ch 30 until about the second 
week of April and members 
would want him present when 


they consider his report on his 
recent Middle East peace mis- 
sion, the sources added. 

These, in order, are the ques- 
tions the council agreed today 
to debate: 

The Rhodesian situation, Ma- 
rch 18, Benin's complaint of 
aggression committed by fore- 
ign mercenaries, on a date after 
completion of the South Africa 
debate, the Middle East, also 
after the South Africa debate, 
on a date to be decided later. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
council would probably defer 
until June consideration of the 
situation in Namibia (South- 
west Africa) and that its me- 
etings on that question might 
be held somewhere in Africa • • 
possibly Port Louis, Mauritius, 
or Gaberone, Botswana. 

President Cuter will visit the 
U.N. on Thursday to address 
representatives of member sta- 
tes and others. There have be- 
en advance indications that he 
may take the opportunity to 
express a firmer U.S. policy 
against apartheid and the white 
minority government in Rhode- 
sia. 


Police clash with 
Karachi demonstrators 

ISLAMABAD, March 15 (R). — Police fought running battles In 
the streets of Karachi for several hours today to break up oppo- 
sition demonstrations calling for the resignation of Prime Minister 
Zuffikar All Bhutto aid fresh general elections. 

At least 30 people were reported to have been hurt In de- 
monstrations in Karachi, Lahore and Multan on the second day 
of a nationwide protest movement launched by the opposition 
Pakistan National Alliance (PNA). 

Opposition sources claimed there had been widespread arrests 
of PNA officials and supporters Involved in the masg agitation 
campaign. 

The nine-party alliance called for a mass movement to protest 
against what it charged were rigged elections last week which 
returned Mr. Bhutto and his ruling Pakistan people’s party (PPP) 
to power. 

The PNA Leadership said the movement would continue until 
Mr. Bhutto handed over power to a caretaker government and 
fresh elections were held under army supervision. 

Basque separatists warn 
Spanish cabinet: We will 
tolerate no more deaths 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain, March 
15 (R). — The Basque national- 
ist guerrilla organisation ETA 
virtually declared war on the 
Spanish government today after 
a five-month ceasefire. 

In a communique, the ETA 
blamed the government for po- 
litical violence which has cla- 
imed four lives in the Basque 
region in a week. 

The communique was distri- 
buted as armed riot police pat- 
rolled San Sebastian a few ho- 
urs before the funeral of a 20- 
year-old youth, hit by a police 
rubber bullet during a demon- 
stration last Saturday. 

The ETA said the government 
was solely to blame for the vio- 
lence, but added : “We will not 
renounce violence and leave our 
people undefended from the mu- 
rderous rubber bullets of the 
police and civil guard." 

It said the shooting of three 
parliamentary civil guards, one 
of whom died, in the village of 
Mondragon last Sunday had 
been carried out to avenge the 
police killing of two ETA gue- 
rrillas five days before. 

•We are not ready to tolerate 
any more deaths," the co mm - 
unique said. • 

‘We will not use violence, to 
upset democracy -- but only 
if a real democracy and real 
freedom is established and all 
repressive fascist forces have 
been dissolved." 

The ETA said it would ref- 
rain from violence if all politi- 
cal prisoners were released un- 
der amnesty measures announ- 
ced by the government last 
week. 

£an Sebastian’s mayor, Senor 
Fernando de Otazu y Zulueta, 
today appealed for calm In the 
elegant summer resort, and as- 


ked citizens not to provoke the 
security forces "in order to av- 
oid police excesses and in some 
-cases inexplicable repression.” 

Thousands of students and te- 
achers today obeyed calls for 
a general strike in protest at 
the death of the 20-year-old st- 
udent on Saturday. Most shops 
and factories, however, ignored 
the fifth call for a general st- 
rike in 10 days in the Basque 
region. 

The Spanish cabinet was me- 
anwhile meeting to draw up ru- 
les for general elections in June, 
but the meeting was overshad- 
owed by the outburst of poli- 
tical violence in the Basque co- 
untry and rioting in the Canary 
Island of Tenerife. 

In Tenerife, rioting students 
and unemployed workers fought 
police with firebombs and sto- 
nes in the town of Laguna dur- 
ing the night 

Shouting slogans for the inde- 
pendence of the Canary Islands, 
the demonstrators burned bus- 
es, overturned cars, sacked sh- 
ops and set fire to' the state 
Labour Union Office. 

£□ Madrid, informed sources 
said the cabinet was putting the 
finishing touches to a new ele- 
ctoral law which would require 
officials to resign if they wan- 
ted to run in the elections. 

The law was expected to lead 
to a cabinet reshuffle as some 
ministers including the Vice 
Premier, Senor Alfonso Osorio, 
have shown inclinations to 
form a political party. 

The sources said a major 
preoccupation of Prime Minis- 
ter Adolfo Suarez was to th- 
wart a rightwing or leftwing 
victory at the polls and to en- 
sure a centrist majority in the 
new parliament 



and with over 66 of the tickets winning, chances 
are you’ll be sharing .n thp 'nore than SI 2,660.000 
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Flawed lawmakers 


The U.S. House of Representatives has voted to 
reimpose the embargo on American chrome pur- 
chases from Rhodesia, in an action that once again 
highlights the principle of a nation’s right to impose 
economic sanctions to achieve political ends. The 
House of Representatives has acted honourably, and 
we send along to its members our profound expres- 
sion of admiration. But, as with all things in life, 
every coin has two sides, and the other side of this 
American act is inglorious. 


We wonder by which processes of intellectual 
reasoning the House of Representatives finds it proper 
| to use the weapon of an economic boycott to pres- 
sure Rhodesia, but simultaneously improper for the 
I Arabs to use their economic boycott to pressure 
Israel? We are impressed by the American commit- 
ment to justice in Rhodesia, but dismayed by the 
hypocritical American stand on the Arab boycott of 
Israel. We do not see where the House of Represen- 
tatives has the international authority to distinguish 
between acceptable and unacceptable economic 
sanctions, and we think the House forfeits a great 
deal of whatever innate feelings of justice it thinks it 
contains within its membership when it refuses to 
accept the application by other people of the exact 
same kinds of economic sanctions that it applies 
itself against Rhodesia. If the distinction is not clear 
to the House members, it is something they should 
examine soon before they contradict themselves even 
more. 


It will do the American government no good to 
keep moving, as it is, by prodding justice in one part 
of the world and trodding on it in another. The ghosts 
of this hypocricy will not lie still forever, and there 
will come a time when the congressmen who legis- 
late moral duplicity in the name of the American 
people will have to account for the full meaning of, 
and reasons for, their ethical and legislative inade- 
quacies. 


This is nothing new that comes out of - the U.S. 
Congress this week. But in its affirmation of the 
Zionist-induced moral flaw that continues to afflict 
the Congress and the Congressmen, we think it is 
especially awkward for the American people to have 
to endure this hand of thing at a time when the new 
thrust of the American government has tried to stress 
issues of moral rectitude and universal justice. It 
seems that Zionism retains a veto power on the global 
application of justice as this is perceived and legis- 
lated by the American Congress. 

Are the intellectual honesty and egalitarian law- 
making motives of the American Congress also part 
of the price that the world pays for Israel? 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


One Jordanian daily comm- 
ented in its Tuesday editorial 
on the human rights campaign 
carried out by the U.S. and its 
alleged criticism of Israeli pra- 
ctises in the Arabs’ occupied 
territories, while a second dally 
took up in its editorial the Arab 
countries’ reluctance to honour 
their pledges in continuing to 
finance the peace keeping for- 
ce in Lebanon. 


condemnation. This makes us 
suspect, the paper concludes, 
that the U.S. criticism of Israel 
is just a cover for the one it 
is launching against the Soviet 
Union to compel it to allow the 
Jews to emmigrate from Russia. 


AL RA’L considers it strange 
for the United States on the 
one hand to criticise Israeli 
practises in the Arab occupied 
territories, and define them as 
being violations of human ri- 
ghts principles, while on the 
other hand it Finds it normal 
and logical to continue its fin- 
ancial, military and diplomatic 
support for Israel. The United 
States, at present is blatantly 
playing up the human rights 
question throughout the world, 
in particular with the Soviet 
Union, where it trespasses the 
principle of detente between 
the two superpowers by criti- 
cising that country and various 
Latin American countries, for 
their violations of rights. The pa- 
per has a number of reserva- 
tions on the U.S. criticism of Is- 
rael. When criticising the So- 
viet Union, the paper remarks, 
the U.S. has only in mind the 
rights and interests of the Russ- 
ian Jews who want to leave for 
either Israel or other countries 
according to their Zionist wi- 
shes. But when criticising Isra- 
el, the U.S. does so for the sa- 
ke of criticism alone and does 
not follow it up with moral 


AL DUSTOUR, wonders ab- 
out the reasons behind the Arab 
countries’ reluctance to pay up 
the remaining part of the finan- 
cial aid promised in support of 
the Arab peace keeping force 
in Lebanon. Does it result from 
the Arabs’ wish to reduce the 
number of these forces after 
they have become convinced 
that real peace has finally "been 
reached there ? And if so, is 
it is a unanimous Arab convic- 
tion or just a unilateral one ? 
Peace in Lebanon, the paper 
says, as everyone knows, is an 
imposed one by the Arab peace 
keeping force, as long as a Le- 
banese political settlement has 
not been concluded. The Leba- 
nese forces are not yet capable 
of extending their authority ov- 
er all Lebanese territory. And 
no Arab could expect Syria to 
assume the financial burden be- 
hind that responsibility alone, 
which is the most logical rea- 
son behind the reported with- 
drawal of 16,000 Syrian soldi- 
ers from Lebanon, the paper 
adds. The paper; warns against 
this reluctance and says that 
it will have a negative effect 
on the decisions adopted at the 
Arab summit on Lebanon. The 
withdrawal of Syrian forces will 
also weaken the Arab peace 
keeping force at a time when 
Lebanon needs such a force to 
establish security throughout 
the whole of Lebanese territory. 
In particular, the need is great 
at the present time as the Leba- 
nese government has started to 
impose its authority over south 
Lebanon. Should the Arabs be 
reminded once again, that the 
peace keeping force has saved 
their dignity and, the paper co- 
ncludes, that in their reluctance 
to finance its operations, they 
will be harming themselves ? 
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Economic troubles 
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Lisbon's independent socialise 




Portugal is in deep trouble financially. So after the babtts 
of nearly SO years, It Is tempting to ton bade to a powerful 
father-figure who still toe nation’s books -- even at toe 

cost of freedom. Advocates of authoritarianism are emeqfog 
into the light of day. 


By Diana Smith 


*s. 3 


DO YOU KNOW 
HOW TO RIPE' 
A CAMet? J 



LISBON, (F.T.). — -“If we 
cannot cure the economy* we 
have no hope of democracy, 
let alone socialism,” said Sr. 
Mario Soares^ Prime Minister 
of Portugal! recently. 


The Portuguese economy is 
on the danger list There are 
doubts as to whether the 50- 
item package of emergency 
measures which have just been 
rushed through by Soares’ mi- 
nority Socialist Government, 
can alleviate even part of the 
disease. 


ists* who axe limited to taking 
out £100 In foreign currency, 
have taken a large share of the 
rooms. And Portuguese work- 
ing abroad -- despite new tax 
ex e m p ti o ns on interest from 
long-term deposits - - are sen- 
sitive to the political uncertain- 
ties and still not over-eager to 
send hard-earned savings home. 


As a minority gqvemme 
Socialists must feel thefe 
along a -tightrope without 
fety net, yielding when''), 
jjary to the powerful Conn 
■ Party which dominates- { . 
cent of labour, but yfeldf 
multeneously to parties, 
right. . - 


The backstagenegotlatk 
must wage to remampoli 
solvent tear at Soares., 
is no longer room for ti 
ass roots dogmatic sociali ‘ 
advocated before comfog 




Tax, labour policies can 


grim social consequences 


help offset 
of inflation 


(Continued from page 1) 
five people. If we look at wo- 
men, we find that only 3.9 per 
cent of all Jordanian women 
work, which is far too low. Of 
the total work force, women 
make up just two per cent” 

Mr. Lutfi suggested that “the 
entire tax management and tax 
collection system should be st- 
rengthened” as part of a total 
package of monetary and fiscal 
policies to fight inflation. He st- 
ressed the tax programme be- 
cause it serves two purposes 
simultaneously: It absorbs 

some of the excess purchasing 
power in consumers’ hands that 
helps fuel Inflation, and it gives 
the state money that can be 
redistributed to bridge the gap 
between rich and poor. 

Mr. Lutfi explained that, as 
a rule of thumb, a government 
should collect in taxes an am- 
ount equivalent to 10 :per cent 
of the nation's gross national 
product (GNP). With. Jordan’s 
GNP of JD 375 million, the 
state should therefore collect 
about JD 37 million in taxes. 
In fact, last year it collected 
just JD II million, and JD 12 
million in 1975, far below 
what it should have collected. 

Mr. Lutfi suggested that a 
tightened -up tax programme 
would be a big shot in the arm 
for the state’s anti-inflationary 
efforts, and it would also give 
it the added revenues to invest 
in providing essential social 
services to help bridge the 
widening gap between upper 
class people and the fixed-in- 
come middle and lower class 
groups. 

He ties this in with the need 
to view economic and . social 
planning in Jordan from a 
wide-angle perspective that 
takes in the long-term econo- 


mic and human implications of 
current economic activities. 
What has happened in Jordan, 
he says, is that a country with 
a traditionally large and pre- 
dominantly middle class popu- 
lation has suddenly found it- 
self with a group of very rich 
people living in selected re- 
gions of Amman. Mr. Lutfi ex- 
plains: 

“A few years ago, because 
of the extended family system, 
Jordan was almost entirely 
made up of a middle class po- 
pulation. But those people who 
owned some land suddenly 
have become rich upper class 
citizens, at the expense of a 
thinning middle class. The gap 
between these groups is widen- 
ing, and it worries us. Infla- 
tion hits the fixed-income pe- 
ople the hardest, while the 
fruits of inflation go to the 
rich. We have to take a look 
at our' planning aims and our 
economic situation and con- 
sider the full social and human 
implications. In striving for 
balanced growth, we cannot 
allow all the new water and 
sewage facilities to be put in 
Jabel Amman or Jabel Hus- 
sein, for example. What would 
happen to the people who live 
in the rest of Amman? They 
could become almost like par- 
asites, living off others and 
eating away at the rest of the 
population. And what about the 
taxes? Everybody pays taxes, 
but where is the tax money 
spent? When we talk about the 
social impact of the plan, we 
have In mind such things as 
housing in the main Amman - 
Zarqa axis, which contains 
many neglected areas. We ne- 
ed to watch out for unfair 
distribution of services, and to 
plan ahead in a manner that 


tries to avoid this. One of the 
ways this can be done is to 
take a comprehensive, long- 
term look at the growth of 
the country and to ask our- 
selves whether in 20 or 50 
years’ time we want to have 
Amm an as one big city-state? 
We have an ugly picture of 
the status quo as it is today, 
with a tremendous concentra- 
tion around Amman. We can 
try to plan ahead according to 
alternative social units, where 
jobs, housing and services are 
available on a decentralised 
basis. 

“Another example is the he- 
alth situation, where we' are 
studying the idea of a national 
health plan that integrates the 
needs of the private sector, 
state employees and the armed 
forces, instead of each sector 
having its own facilities. We 
are trying to look into the 
questions of who pays for 
health care today, and who 
benefits. We do not want to 
rearii the point where we set 
up large new projects through- 
out the country, such as the 
potash plant or the fertiliser 
industry in Aqaba, only to find 
that those workers who live 
there are not within reach of 
a hospital." 

Mr. Lutfi said that this kind 
of comprehensive planning on 
a national scale has not been 
done by individual government 
departments, but that it is now 
being initiated by economic 
planners in the Crown Prince’s 
office, in close cooperation with 
such institutions as the Na- 
tional Planning Council and the 
University of Jordan. 

"We’re not a formal body," 
he says, "but we try to act 
like the economic and social 
conscience of the country." 


The measures include de- 
valuation of the escudo --ex- 
plained by the government as 
a means of attracting both to- 
urism and greater remittances 
from the 1.5* million Portugu- 
ese working abroad --as well 
as making exports more com- 
petitive. Basically, however, 
they are a concession to the 
IMF, linked to the administra- 
tion of a $U5 billion consor- 
tium loan sponsored chiefly by 
the United States. The con- 
sortium made it clear that the 
Portuguese government must 
drastically reduce Its huge ba- 
lance of payments deficit 
(£535 million at the end of 
1976), and cut public spend- 
ing, before it can expect sub- 
stantial IMF credits. 


Theoretically, devaluation sh- 
ould boost exports, but the 
country does not have the 
variety of exports or the me- 
ans of production to adapt ra- 
pidly to greater demand. .Port 
and table wines are quoted In 
foreign currency, not escud o s. 
Textiles suffer from appalling 
labour troubles which wul take 
months to solve. Tinned fish is 
hampered by a. shortage of 
vessels, dearth of fish, recal- 
citrant management and embit- 
tered labour. 


If the economy is to bV-V' 
trolled, Soares must yif 
market economy and 
enterprise demands, whf ' 
turn alienate the sorialis > 1*^ 
wing, which is 1 already t> '' 
ening to set up an indepi 
party. To survive, Portugj: \ 
st borrow abroad mas. 
which means that SoareL-'. 
not avoid obeisance to- ti 1 ' 
licies of Western Europ 
Norte America. v. 


Cork, while improving, . still 
suffers from the after-effects of 
militancy in the Alentejo pro- 
vince, where most cork trees 
grow and where workers up- 
rooted groves in favour of 
wheatflelds. 


. The hugs foreign loans . 
totalling about E1.7_b3U6'.,- 
ye been condemned “by tiF lV - 
mm uniats as the "garrdl 
tangling Portugal’s ecor".'. 
But until militant left-wfo..- 
rkers and embittered mi ' 
ment come .to terms and ' 
productivity, there 
temative to heavy forejgi 
rowing. < 


The IMF recommended a 
devaluation of 20 to 25 per 
cent, as did international eco- 
nomists in October 1976. How- 
ever, tee Portuguese authori- 
ties felt that 15 per cent was 
all they could manage, in view 
of the need to import more 
than 52 per cent of foodstuffs 
and nearly all essential raw 
materials for manufacturing 
industries. 


Industry needs heavy Invest- 
ment in new structures and new 
machinery (mostly imported), 
and above all, greater produc- 
tivity. In several key sectors 
like building, metallurgy, texti- 
les, electronics, pharmaceutic- 
als, printing and tourist agen- 
cies, there are running disput- 
es and accumulated ill-feeling 
over delayed pay rises and la- 
bour contracts, aggravated by 
hardened attitudes on the part 
of both management and labo- 
ur. 


The politics of the in&Jjfl 
seem doomed- to rale Po 
for some time to comei n 1 > 
ople are in two minds abti?]; 
liance on the outside war 
survival. They resent it c 
one hand and cling to tt < - 
other, clamouring for. 'ii 
states to come to the *1 . 
before it is too late. ' ' ' 


There is an estimated bfll of 
£500 million for imported food 
this year, and widespread con- 
demnation of the high cost of 
meat, fish and other essentials. 
The government could not aff- 
ord to give ammunition to tho- 
■se who accuse it of deliberate- 
ly allowing the cost of living 
to soar and make wefrkers pay 
for the economic crisis. 


Each side casts the other as 
an implacable adversary. Each 
side is determined to make poli- 
tical capital of the other’s hesi- 
tations or outbursts. This is 
the inheritance of 48 years du- 
ring which management was 
-backed up by a police regime 
Which solved disputes by the. 
gun, truncheon or jail sentence. 

Not all managers have adap- 
ted to Portugal’s new democra- 
cy, not all workers are prepa- 
red to -forget old hatreds and 
work in the national interest. 


Sebastianism is not dea 
is is a national psychosis 
rite*} from a bizarre 20! 
long era of mourning anc 
ting for the resuscitation 
ung Prince Sebastian. Tf 
face, vanished in North , . 
in the 15th century, after 
Portugal gave up the mon 1 , 
economic ghost and allorfjjh 1 
self, to be overrun by 
until 1640. “We need son; 
to save us," is a cry he* (Spi 
day - - too often for comfi r 


As a sop to wage earners 
and housewives, the - govern- 
ment created a "shopping bas- 
ket” of items whose prices 
will be frozen for a year. This 
is a mixed blessing, however. 
The state can only afford 
£150 million in subsidies. It 
must let the price of fresh meat 
and fish rise freely. Thus, two 
days after the emergency pac- 
kage appeared, most fresh meat 
and fish rose to about £4 a 
kilo - - well beyond the means 
of average households. 


The government does not al- 
ways contribute to a solution 
of labour problems, whatever 
its constitutional role as arbi- 
trator or counsellor. Portugal, 
apparently, will take time to 
shake off a taste for mini-im- 
perialism in ministries or gov- . 
eminent departments, inevitab- 
le during a dictatorship, less 
understandable in an avowedly 
democratic socialist cabinet. 


Surrender to a strong 3* » 
figure is. not eradicated.! * 
ee, five or even ten.yeaa 
is especially true wush^ . 
sent stirs up memories! 
early part of this deputy. 


Neither tourism nor emi- 
grants' remittances will rise 
rapidly as a result of devalua- 
tion. Tourist accommodation 
is fully booked for the summer 
season and Portuguese tour- 


Tbe government voices its 
willingness to consult, concili- 
ate and negotiate but, so far, 
has been more inclined towar- 
ds abrupt pronouncements. Si- 
gns of frustration and unrest 
grow daily. One feels that tf the 
government cannot coax the 
public into making a voluntary 
effort to rebuild Portugal, no- 
thing but sorrow lies ahead. 


It was a time of bankr 
reliance on foreign loans 
deal polemics and vadT 
governments, all of which, 
ended by a swift mllitaiy ; 
on. May 28, 1926 and ' tf 
cent of 'Dr. Antonio d'Cf 
Salazar, who balanced tf 
tional books and .wiped <r ; 
foreign debt -- but at-fhr ■ 
of 48 years of deprivati. 
personal freedom, initiate ; 
curity and industrial de. 
ment ' - 


Advocates of totalitari “ 
are emerging into the; 14 
day. Hastily-conceived em. ' / 
cy measures are not detr" 
them from seeking to use 
influence on a troubled, ^ — 

ridden nation. - .' 

... . 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


Channel 3 & 6 : 


-8:30 Arabic series 


Arrivals : 


6:00 Quran 


920. Reportage 


Departures : 


6.-05 Cartoons 


Channel 6 : 


6:30 Agricultural program- 
me 


7:30 News in Hebrew 


7:00 Lucy show 


7:45 Varities 


8:00 News in Arabic 


8:30 Doctor in charge 
9:10 The Pallisers 


Channel 3 : 


7:30 Sports programme 


10:00 News in English 
10:15 Mystery movie 


RADIO JORDAN 


(On 856 KHZ) 

7K)0 Morning melodies 
730 News 
7:40 News report 
8.-00 Sign off 
12.-00 Fop session 
13:00 News summary 
13:05 Pop session 
14:00 News 
14:10 Radio m ag az in e 
1430 Arabs In history 
15:00 Concert hour 
16:00 Old favourites 


Easy listening 
Good vibrations (re- 
peat) 

Pop session 
News summary 
Pop session 

Catch the words (re- 
peat) 

My kind of music (re- 
peat) 

News 

News reposts 
Sign off 


Dubai (Alitalia) 

Muscat, Doha 

Karachi, Abu Dhabi 

Jeddah 

Aqaba 

Beirut 

Athens (GA) 

Jeddah (SDI) 

Aleppo, Damascus 
Cairo 

Larnaca (CY) 
Amsterdam, Brussels, 
Geneva 
Beirut (MEA) 

London (BA) 

Frankfurt, Munich, Da- 
mascus (Lufthansa) 


Aqaba 

Beirut 

Beirut (MEA) 

Rome (Alitalia) 

Cairo 

Athens, Amsterdam 
(KLM) 

Vienna, Copenhagen 
Damascus, Aleppo 
London 

Doha, Abu Dhabi, 
Muscat (GA) 

Riyadh, Dhahran (SDI) 
Larnaca (CY) 

Kuwait, Dhahran 
Baghdad 
Rawalpindi (BA) 


BBC RADIO 


03:00 The Breakfast Show : 
to 03:00, 04:00, 05:00 and 
0&00 

0630 GMT ; News, Regional 
and Topical Reports; 
VOA Current News ' 
Summary. 

0330, 0430 and 0530 
GMT : An informal pre- 
sentation of popuiarnnir 
sic with feature reports - 
end Interviews, answers 
to listeners* questions, 
Science Digest 

17:00 News Roundup. Reporta, 
Actualities, Opinion, An- 
alyses, News Summary. 

1730 Dateline. 


Special English. No 
Feature : Space! 
Man. Neva SummaxJt-. 
Music USA (Standard- 
News Roundup. Kepa 
Actual itie s, Opinion, 4 
alyaes. News Summary ^ 

' VOA Magazine. Ain ^ 
earn. Science, ColtUL - 
Letters, Jv 

Special EngHsh. 

VOA World Report •»>-.. 
Music USA CJazzL - 
News ... 
voices ... eoc 
dents* reports ... baC| 
-ground features ... 

\ dia c omme n t s . as 
analyses. ' 


EMERGENCIES 


Doctors : 

Amman s 

Younes Is’ess (36722) 
All Abdul Hafez Asaad 
(73463) 

Irbid : 


Yaish (24425) 
Awda (55742) 


Irbid : 
Razi 


Ahmad Tawalbeh (2035) 
Akram Momanl 


£ Zarqa: 

* Ghazi Roussan (82786) 
5 Pharmacies : 

^ Am m an ■ 

t Palestine (21370) 

I University (44554) 


Zarqa : 
Amal 
Aqsa 


Taxis : 

Jerusalem (39655) 
Shmeisam (21523) 
Neel (44433) 

Mahd (22038) 


World News; 24 hours 
Sarah Ward 
The World Today 
News; Press Review 
Terry Wogan's LP Sh- 
owcase 

News; 24 hours 
Sarah Ward 
Report on Religion 
News 
Lucky Jim 
John Peel 
News; Press Review 
Financial News 
Paperbacks 
Talkabout 

Command P erforma nce 
News 

Business and Industry 
Fanning World 
Radio Newsreel 
David GdTs Music 
Sports Round-up 
News; 24 hours 
World Radio Club 
A Jody Good Show 
Lilly white’s Men 


Radio Newsreel 
Outlook 

News; Commentary 
Racing 

Music from Scotland 
The World Today 
News 
Discovery 
Book Choice 
Sports Round-up 
Ifews; Radio Newsreel 
Top Twenty 
Outlook ; News Sum- 
mary 

Stock Market Report 
Dances of Old Vienna 
News; 24 hours 
David Gell’s Music 
Report on Jtehgfaa 
International Soccer 
Special 

Composer and Interpre- 
ter 

News; The World To- 
day 

Financial News 
Sports Round-up 
News; Commen t a ry 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 


Ambulance (guTOznmwQ XU. 79111 

Civil defence rescue » 24391-4 

Fire headquarters * 22099 • : 

First aid, fire, police * 19 

Jordan Electric Power Co. (emergency) * 36381-3 

Mun ic ipal water service (emergency) . ■ P. 37111-9 

FoHee headquarters " 19141 

Najdeh, roving patrol rescue police, (Englhh 
spoken) 24 boon a day for emergency help * 21111,3777 


Cultural Centres 

American Centra (USES) 


American Centra (USES) ......v.*...-... Tst 41839 \ W ^ 

British Council > 39147-4 feA 

Frew* Cultural Centra ? 37009 - 

Goethe Institut e " 42903 

Soviet CtdiuraL .Centra k&k-A l - :»• ^ &!?. 

Amman Municipal LSnsry ............. .. ...!i r " 99111 • 


1 
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%ing Hussein to preside 
$Hj over Teachers’ Day 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH I*, ivn 


v - i . MAN (JNA). — His Majesty 
Hussein will give a speech 
: ‘ 'Jnesdfty at the : celebration 
' he Palace of Culture mark- 
" „ ‘. Teacher's Day* which he is 
. unising. 

/ .he King will also bestow de- 
jdons upon: some. 50 male 
. f ema le teachers in appre- 
ioh of the . role they have 
ed in advancing Jordan’s 
, ' .dard of education. Minis- 
of Education Abdul Salam 
.ali will also give a speech. . 
twiiar celebrations, presided 
by district governors, will 
- place simultaneously tbro- 
jut the countxy. 

. cting on instructions from 


WARNING! 
BOIL YOUI^ 

/ WHITE CHEESE 

■ UMAN (JNA). — The Am- 
ro municipality has called 

■ i white cheese dealers and 
habitants to boQ this food- 
jff before eating it Labo- 
tory tests . have proved 

'at the cheese is contami- 
ted. The municipality has 
ready destroyed huge 
.lantities of foodstuffs sei- 
d in markets, winch pro- 
d imflt for consumption, 
gal action has been taken 
shut the dealers. 


the King, the Education Minis- 
try is striving to improve the 
lot of school-teachers so they 
may do their duties as best they 
can. Facilities needed include 
adequate housing and professio- 
nal and specialisation allow- 
ances. 

Amendments 
introduced 
to law on 
state land 


AMMAN (JNA). — The minis- 
terial committee entrusted with 
amending the law concerning 
state lands Monday convened 
and ratified the amendments as 
well as introducing a new sys- 
tem for rentiDg these lands. 

Minister of Finance Moham- 
mad Dabbas said that the new 
system encourages citizens to 
use the land in a profitable way 
and to ensure the safety of the 
state’s lands. 

Most important among the 
amendments was a definition 
of the purposes of land renting, 
the area and trespassing penal- 
ties. 

The committee had held a 
number of previous meetings, 
during which it discussed the 
amendments approved Tuesday. 


Seminar on role of 
writer underway 


'MAN (JNA.). — A three-day 
' linar on the Jordanian wri- 
started Monday at the he- 
. uarters of the Jordanian 
*ters society. 

.he participants in the sem- 
will discuss the role of tele- 
yn and radio in publicising 
work of the Jordanian wri- 

. hey will also discuss trans- 

griculture 
leet opens 
1 Baghdad 

3HDAD, March .15. (JNA). — . 

'third Conference of the 
on of Arab Agricultural En- 
ters began its meeting here 
terday under the slogan “Ar- 
integration and the human 
nent in rural development” 

) 

he conference will debate a 
aber of factors affecting the 
nan element, in addition to 
iular and cooperative orga- 
itioss and the elemination 
illiteracy, and their effects 
Arab rural development and 
icnltural integration. 

he meeting is attended by 
■gations representing pro- 
si onal agricultural bodies in 
-Union. Jordan is represen- 
b/ the Association of Jor- 
dan Agricultural Engineers. 


hats Going On 


> flhn entitled “Sleuth”, star- 
ts Lawrence Oliver and Mir 
id Caine. &30 p.im, at the 
tbh Council, Jabal Amman. 


lation. writing, publication, the 
Jordanian bock, contemporary 
school auriculae, the writer’s 
present situation, his living st- 
andard and the written word 
in Jordan’s laws and systems. 

At the end of the seminar, 
recommendations will be sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Cul- 
ture and Youth. A number of 
the society's members have be- 
en elected to draft these recom- 
mendations. 

The Ministry of Education, 
the Hashemite Broadcasting 
Service, the Jordan Television, 
the University of Jordan, the 
Libraries Society, the Bar and 
Press Associations and a num- 
ber of publishing firms are 
participating in this seminar. 





Prince Rassan emerges with Agriculture Minister Salah Junt’a 
nistry on agricultural development projects (JNA photo). 

Prince Hassan meets 
agriculture minister 


AMMAN (JNA). — Prince Ha- 
ssan Tuesday discussed with 
Minister of Agriculture Saleh 
jum'a progress made in agricul- 
tural development projects, and 


ISLAMIC FUND 
TO ESTABLISH 
2 UNIVERSITIES 

ABU DHABI, March 15 (JNA). 
— The Permanent Council of 
the Islamic Solidarity Fund, now 
meeting here, has allocated $14 
milli on for youth enterprises, 
study seminars and Islamic pre- 
aching. 

The council also decided to 
set up Is lami c centres in Africa, 
Asia and North and South Ame- 
rica, besides providing the nece- 
ssary land to establish two Is- 
lamic universities in Niger and 
Uganda. 

The Saudi representative at 
the conference expressed his co- 
untry's readiness to raise its 
share in the fund to $11.5 mil- 
lion next year, instead of its 
present $5.5 million. 

The United Arab Emirates 
and Libya also pledged to incr- 
ease their shares. 


NATIONAL NOTES 


ft AMMAN. — Minister of Interior Suleiman Arar Tuesday even- 
ing left here on a visit to Saudi Arabia at the invitation of his 
Saudi counterpart. Mr. Arar said before leaving that he will con- 
duct talks with the Saudi minister of interior, which will streng- 
then relations between the two countries. 

ft AMMAN. — The Foreign Ministry Tuesday received a cable 
from Bucharest confirming that ali Jordanian students in the 
Romanian town of Kluj are safe after the recent earthquake. 
No one was injured, it continued. 

< 

ft AMMAN. — Jordanian-AIgerian talks are due to begin in 
Algiers Wednesday aimed at concluding a bilateral aviation agr- 
eement 

ft AMMAN. — The General Assembly of the Union of Arab Tour r 
ism and Travel Organisations will meet here on May 13 to discuss 
ways of encouraging the tourist trade in the Arab countries. 

ft CAIRO. — The Arab League will celebrate its 32nd anniversary 
next Tuesday. The League's Secretary General Mahmoud Riad will 
speak on the development of joint Arab action and shed light on 
a number of ‘current issues, particularly concerning Arab efforts 
at fiie African and international levels. 

ft AMMAN. — A group of policewomen will visit Bahrain and 
Oman March 17-25 to implement recommendations passed by 
Arab public security departments to develop relations and ex- 
change police expertise. 


the relationship that should ex- 
ist between the farmers' union 
in Jordan Valley areas and the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

Discussions centre? on proje- 
cts to resettle bedouin tribes in 
the highland areas; rain-fed 
agricultural projects in particu- 
lar in the Irbid govemorate; 
agricultural development proje- 
cts in the Bani Hassan villages, 
which Prince Hassan visited 
Sunday; and progress at the ex- 
perimental dairy farm in Dhu- 
leii. 

The Crown Prince gave dire- 
ctives on all these subjects, 
stressing the need to provide 
the farmers with all necessary 
services to enable them to rai- 
se their production. 

Prince Hassan also paid a vi- 
sit to Amman town hall and 
listened to a report by the ma- 
yor on municipality work and 
plans, as well as its financial 
position. 


In-depth study 
to be made into 
Arab economies 


CAIRO, March 15 (JNA). — 
The General Secretariat of the 
Arab Economic Unity Council, 
now meeting here, has formed 
/ 15 teams of planning experts to 
prepare comprehensive studies 
on the economies of the Arab 
countries. 

The Council’s Secretary Ge- 
neral, Dr. Abdul Aal A1 Sak- 
ban, stated that each study will 
draw an exact picture of the 
characteristics of each Arab 
country in terms of geography, 
natural resources, population, 
manpower and important eco- 
nomic activities. 

Each study will define the 
development projects each 
Arab country is implementing, 
their aims, possible future be- 
nefits through an increase in 
gross national product, and 
whether it 5s agricultural or 
industrial in nature. Each team 
will prepare a detailed survey 
of the most important economic 
sectors in each country. 


AMMAN (R). — Dr. Hoshem 
Mohammad Al Sabbagh has 
been appointed head of the 
financial market, due to start 
operations in Amman in June. 

The appointment of the 
former head of the accoun- 
tancy department at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan os President 
of the Board of Directors and 
General Manager of the mar- 
ket was confirmed by the Co- 
uncil of Ministers Sunday ev- 
ening. 


CENTRAL BANK 
APPROVES FOREIGN 
BANK OFFICES 

AMMAN (JNA). — The Central 
Bank has approved the op ening 
of a number of representative 
offices by foreign banks and fi- 
nance companies. 

The Chief of the Research 
Section at the Central Bank, 
Dr. Jawad Anani, said Tuesday 
these offices will carry out ba- 
nking and monetary operations 
in the country in place of the 
institutions they represent. 
They cannot operate ter gam 
profit. ir " . 

Dr. Anahi said the duty of 
the offices is to bolster relat- 
ions and dealings between 
their headquarters and local 
banks and firms, and to act as 
intermediaries between Jorda- 
nian companies and foreign 
companies in order to facilita- 
te and follow up banking deals 
concerning loans, credit or as- 
sistance provided by the forei- 
gn companies to any Jordanian 
one. 
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Integration with Syria to receive boost 

Talks start on far-reacb 
industrial coordination 


Tuesday after discussions at the mi- 


DR. AL SABBAGH 
NAMED HEAD OF 
FINANCIAL 
MARKET 


AMMAN (JNA). — The Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Committee for 
Industrial Coordination began 
its meeting at the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce here 
Tuesday with the aim of com- 
pleting industrial coordination 
and integration steps currently 
underway between the two co- 
untries, and providing high- 
quality industrial commodities 
at reasonable prices. 

The Jordanian-Syrian discus- 
sions aim to coordinate and in- 
tegrate industries in both coun-' 
tries, whose total capital ex- 
ceeds JD 2 million. The meet- 
ing will also strive for unifi- 
cation of customs duties on 
raw materials used in similar 
industries in the two countries 
and of tax and duty exemp- 
tions including income tax on 
industrial development pro- 
jects. 

Welcoming his Syrian coun- 
terparts, the Under-Secretary 
at the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, Dr. Hasfaem Dab- 
bas, expressed the hope that 
the committee meeting would 
achieve positive results. 

The head of the Syrian team, 
Mr. Nazeeh Raslan, Under-Se- 
cretary at the Syrian Ministry 
of Industry, underlined the ne- 
ed for concentrating on indus- 
trial coordination and integra- 
tion, because “any unity bet- 
ween the two countries should 
be built on well-studied, firm 
and sound foundations.” 

The two sides presented lists 
of capital industries in their 
respective countries. 


Exchange Rates 


Following are the official ex- 
change rates in effect at the 
start of today’s business day, 
as set by the Central Bank of 
Jordan. 

The first column is how much 
you would receive in Jorda- 
nian fils for wiling a nnit of 
the foreign currency, while the 
second column denotes how 
much it would cost you to buy 
a unit of the foreign currency : 


UJK. sterling 

573.0 

..579.0 

U.S. dollar 

332.0 

334.0 

German mark 

139.2 

139.6 

French franc 

66.8 

67.1 

Swiss franc 

130.4 

130.8 

Italian lira (for 



every 100) 

37.4 

37.6 

Saudi riyal 

93.7 

94.0 

Lebanese pound 

108.9 

109.4 

Syrian pound 

82.1 

823 

Iraqi dinar 

943.0 

950.0 

Kuwaiti dinar 

1.150 

3.154 

Egyptian pound 462.0 

470.0 

Libyan dinar 

800.0 

810.0 

UAE dirham 

85.0 

85.3 


mi«N/sawvr n-»M* 


FOREIGN’ CURRENCY 
EXCHANGE OFFICE 
SAL1BA AND RIZK SHUKRJ 
■ • ’RIZK. 

; - AMMAN. . .;■■■„■ 

" • fGN’G FEISAL STREET 

P.O. Box 6725. ' ' 

Tel: 39205 -36520 - Telex: 1143 


The Jordanian team is com- 
posed of Dr. Dabbas, Under- 
secretary at the Ministry of 
Customs Yassin Al Kayed and 
other competent officials. 

The Syrian team consists of 
Mr. Raslan and representatives 
of industrial sectors In Syria. 

In an interview in Damascus 
Monday, Mr. Raslan stated that 
indus trial coordination between 
Jordan and Syria will in the 
long run be very advantageous 
for both countries in the sense 
that there will be no competi- 
tion between the two countries 
and factories will have the op- 
portunity to look for raw mate- 
rials in both Jordan and Syria. 
In addition, a joint market will 
be ensured. Coordination will 
also give them the Chance to 
dispense with many imported 
materials. 

Mr. Raslan stated that talks 
with Dr. Dabbas, will centre on 
industrial coordination and in 
particular on the fertiliser, che- 
mical food and textile indus- 
tries. 


NOV. 1976 EXPORTS 
SHOW 

IMPROVEMENT 

AMMAN (JNA). - Jordan’s ex- 
ports totalled JD 3,572,000 in 
November 1976 as against JD 
3,426,000 in October of the sa- 
me year. Imports for the same 
periods totalled JD 33,746,000 
as against JD 28,615,000. 

Most important among Jor- 
dan’s exports were raw phos- 
phate, fruit, drugs, vegetables, 
cigarettes and fertilisers. 


The Joint Jordanian-Syrian 
Industrial Company, with a ca- 
pital of JD 20 million, has been 
entrusted with establishing a 
number of joint projects, inclu- 
ding a factory for ready-made 
clothes now being implemented 
in Damascus, a white cement 
plant with a productive capa- 
city of 100,000 tonnes annual- 
ly, a clay-tiles factory nr.d a 
fire-proof brick factory in Jor- 
dan, and an aluminium factory 
in Syria, Mr. Raslan explained. 

The Syrian under-secretary 
added that the Amman meeting 
is the second held by the Com- 
mittee for Industrial Coordina- 
tion. The first meeting, which 
took place in Damascus in Ja- 
nuary, studied the present in- 
dustrial situation and future 
projects within the context of 
the five-year development pinr.s 
of both countries, for which a 
sum of JD 4 million has been 
allocatd. 

New customs 
exemptions 
approved 

AMMAN (JNA). — The Cabinet, 
under Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, Sunday approved new 
customs exemptions, which incl- 
uded raw materials used in si- 
milar industries in both Jordan 
and Syria. 

Under-Secretary at the Finan- 
ce Ministry Yassin Al Kayed 
said these raw materials, which 
had not been exempted previ- 
ously, include sulphur products, 
ready-made clothes, furniture 
and "hides. It was also agreed 
to exempt medicine and petro- 
leum-derived products. 


SWEET HOME FOR HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES 

Offers a special bargain on the occasion of 
MOTHER’S DAY. 

A dining set of 40 porcelain pieces fer eight 
persons at the low price of JD 6.25. 

Officers and soldiers can buy it at the 
Military Consumer Shop at an even lower price 

SWEET HOME — Firas Circle — Jabal Hussein 
Tel. 36364. 


WANTED 

1) SALES ENGINEERS 

.:) ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANTS 

3) SECRETARIES 

Applicants should have the following specifications : 

1) Jordanian nationality 

2) Age : Less than 30 

3) Good command of English language 

4) Experience : Two to three years 
New graduates are also accepted. 

If intertested write to P.O. Box 3077, Jabal Amman. 
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The Shah of Iran takes time out to reassess assets hoping to move out of oil dependem 


/ 


J 



The Shah of Iran examining his troops. 


Germans play role 
in helping to make 
the S ahara bloom 


BONN (DaD) — Now the water 
table beneath the parched ex- 
penses of the Sahara has been 
tapped geologists reckon the 
desert’s days are numbered. 
With an estimated sixty bil- 
lion cubic metres of fresh wa- 
ter ready and waiting 1,000 
metres underground the Sahara 
can be made to bloom. 


Firms and engineers from 
the Federal Republic of Germa- 
ny are playing their part in a 


Lines co project, borihg wells, 
establishing reservoirs, building 
windbreaks, roads, power lines, 
schools and community centres. 
But the nerve centre of every 
community is the pipeline that 
bears water to standpipes and 
irrigation devices. 

Flexible cast iron pipes with 
simple but reliable socket joints 
prove ideally suited for desert 
use. Semi-skilled nomads set up 
one pipe-laying record after 
another. 
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With water 1000 metres under the sand the Sahara can become 
productive with proper development. 


TO LET 


A two bedroom furnished flat between 2nd and 
3rd circles, Jabal Amman, fully equipped inclu- 
ding telephone. 


(Also available for sale a 1974 Chevrolet 
Caprice — duty xfot paid) 


Tel. 44826 between 2.00 and 5.00 pan. dally 


DELUXE APARTMENT TO LET 


Three deluxe apartments for rental. Each consists of three 
bedrooms, dining, guest and living rooms, two bath rooms 
and modern kitchen with central beating. Located at the 
main street to the new engineers villas, Jabal Amman. 


For further enquiries please contact 42741, Amman. 


TEHRAN, (GSM). — Shah 
Mohammad Raza Pahlevi of 
Iran intends to restore cuts 
in defence spending as soon as 
Iran’s recently diminished oil 
revenues allow and to main- 
tain Iran’s efforts to move aw- 
ay from dependence on oil. 

Iran’s draft 1977-78 budget 
shows defence spending cuts 
for the first time since 1941, 
although they are reduced only 
2 per cent. One multibifllon- 
dollar project suspended is 
the Shah Bahar naval base 
complex on Iran's Indian Oc- 
ean coast 

In a 45-minute Interview to- 
uching on oil, defence, the wor- 
ld economy, and relations with 
the Soviet Union, the Shah 
said he would restore the de- 
fence cuts when oil revenues 
warrant because he intended to 
continue his "eastward-look- 
ing” defence policy to protect 
the Gulf and In dian Ocean ap- 
proaches. 

This, he said. Is "a natural 
policy for Iran of today but 
especially for Iran in 5 or 10 
years’ time." 

The* Shah said he thinks the 
industrial states will finally ag- 
ree that oil must cost more in 
order to encourage develop- 
ment of other energy resour- 
ces. 

He confirmed that Iran’s oil 
exports in February recovered 
strongly from their January sl- 
umpr. when buyers seemed to 
be tuning to ‘cheaper Saudi 
oil. 

He said, "We are selling a 
lot more oil than on Jan. 1” at 
the higher price. Iran and 10 
other OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countri- 
es) producers decided in De- 
cember to increase the price by 

10 per cent as of Jan. 1 ana 
by another 5 per cent in July. 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates raised their pr- 
ice only 5 per cent 

"We how have additional 
customers,” the Shah said. 
’The meaning of this is pro- 
bably that the 5 per cent the 
Saudis charge goes only in the 
pocket of a few companies. 
The rest of the people deed the 
oil, and they pay the price.” 

He recalled that before the 
December oil price increases. 
United States financial circles 
bad predicted a 10 per cent 
rise as “normal” and said it 
would not have a great effect 
on Western economies. But a 
new OPEC meeting or new co- 
ntacts before July to end the 
two-price system were desir- 
able, -he added. 

Iran’s ruler recalled warn- 
ings he had given the West 
oyer five years ago about was- 
ting crude oil resources, of 
which Iran has enough — ab- 
out 68 billion barrels proven 
reserves - • to last for another 
30 to 35 years at current pro- 
duction rates. 

“Everybody,” he said, “is 
going to open his eyes and re- 
alise that to replace oil with 
other energy sources, you will 
have to pay the corresponding 
price. 

"Why should you go for 
other substitutes, if you have 
cheap ofl at your disposal for 
the next 20 to 25 years? What 
incentive do you have to invest 
these hundreds of billions of 
dollars needed to make break- 
throughs into fusion, and solar 
and other energy sources? 

“We increased the price of 

011 about four times in 1973. 
Since that day, Americans we- 
nt into much larger cars than 
before the price increases. And 
now you’re importing 51 per 


cent of your needs In oil from 
outside, and a 6 to 7 per cent 
increase in this year’s (U.S.) 
consumption is predicted. 

“I told your responsible pe- 
ople before thatT, as a friend 
of the U.S., allow myself to 
tell you that you, as repre- 
sentatives of the non-commu- 
nist world, don’t have the right 
to depend on outside energy so- 
urces.” 

The Shah added that he was 
encouraged by President Cart- 
er’s move In setting up an en- 
ergy panel to be headed by 
Vice-President Walter F. Mon- 
dale and by predictions of a 
new U.S. energy policy to be 
announced this spring. 

As Iran moves increasingly 
into natural gas, petrochemi- 
cals. and other sources of en- 
ergy and income, it will in- 
crease its own domestic gas- 
oline prices annually for the 
next six years, he disclosed, 
"just to make people conscious 
of the value of o0. n 

He reiterated his view that 
the world industrial economy 
is not pushed into recession or 
depression because oil prices 
are raised too high- 

"We know,” he said, "how 
the Japanese recovered, in one 
year — so much that the Eu- 
ropeans are terribly fearful 
about the Japanese price for 
ships. And the Japanese import 
not just oil, but everything.” 

Western economic problems 


stem from “lack of discipline” 
and the will to work, whereas 
in Iran, he said, “you don't 
have one minute of labour st- 
rikes" and workers enjoy pro- 
fit-sharing and investment sch- 
emes. 

The Shah personally decided 
the defence cuts at the last 
minute while raising spending 
for education and social ser- 
vices by 25 to 30 per cent. 

Referring to his “eastward- 
looking” defence policy, the 
Shah asked: “Without brag mg 
or being chauvinistic, who else 
could do that job? We have the 
people, the finances, and the 
resources, and a foreign poli- 
cy which is unselfish and aim- 
ing only at security. We don't 
want territory or other people’s 
wealth.” 

He said dangers in the Red 
Sea area, with Ethopia rent 
by internal strife and France 
preparing to give up its base 
at Djibouti. Afar-Issa Territory, 
strengthened his concern ab- 
out an “eastward-looking” de- 
fence policy. 

Asked about President Cart- 
er's plan for a world economic 
s ummi t conference and the 
"North-South dialogue” bet- 
ween industrial and develop- 
ing states, he said the North- 
South meetings have not pro- 
gressed because "in the West, 
your whole prosperity has be- 
en based on exploitation of the 
resources of other countries." 



i "Axe you prepared to give a* 
little of that up? 1 don’t know,” 
he continued. “If . you have 
strong governments with, a 
mandate, if they ask their pe- 
ople to work more and earn 
less, if necessary, even to lo- 
wer their standard of living 
.... it’s too high because you 
are exploiting the rest of the 
world. Could you produce that 
kind of leadership?” 

The Shah indicated no impor- 
tant U.S. arms purchase cut- 
backs were intended in a pro- 
gram estimated at 15 billion 
dollars since 1972. The prog- 
ramme includes purchase of 
Grumman F-14 fighter aircraft, 
an order for 160 General Dyna- 
mic F-16’s (the Shah has wan- 
ted to buy 300) and interest in 
the F-18L, a land-based ver- 
sion of the Northup F-18A be- 
ing built for carrier-based U.S. 
Navy operations. 


The U.S. Defense Departm- 
ent has not approved the F- 
18L programme yet 
"It’s not a question,” the 
Shah said, “of the U.5. selling 
something you do not. have 
yourselves: And for the 'air- 
superiority fighter, you have 
the F-15, but that's too expen- 
sive for ua, so we go for the 
F-18 ... to replace the presort 
F-4s- I don't see why 1 should 
be refused it” 

The Shah indicated he is 

mninfflining the Older fOT fOUT 

U.S. Litton Industries Spruan- 
ce-dass destroyers, “and it’s a 
pity we had to cancel two of 
them” from an original order 
of six after costs escalated. 
(Litton Industries is reported 
to be interested in a baiter de- 
al to buy Iranian ofl In return 
for destroyers, similar to bar- 
ter deals already completed 
between Iran and the British 
Aircraft Corporation and Kr- 
upp Industries in West Germ- 
any.) 

He confirmed that Iranian 
land forces are withdrawing on 
schedule from Oman, where 
they helped the ruler, Sultan 
Qabus, crush a guerrilla - re- 
volt based in nearby South 
Yemen. Iranian air surveillan- 
ce, mainly sorties flown from 
bases In Iran, continue in the 
strategic Hormuz Straits area. 

“We will go bade if the Sul- 
tan really needs us,” the Shah 
said. “We save money by 


P 


bringing those boys hoop 
we win hot jeopardise t] 
curityof Oman for pefc* 
reasons” « 

. hi his first public coo 
on. the "Ibex affair” in 
the U.S. corporation Rot 
International's project ana 
and two technicians were 
dered last August by gi 
las (Rockwell is install 
top-secret electronic i 
grace network along th 
viet-Iranian border) the: 

1 said published US. report 
-he hid attributed the mi 
to the Soviets were fa 
rate. 

“Certainly, that was a - 
way-lt was put Certainly 
end “as for the Ibex pj 
we have no complaint” . ;i f 

He said he was sure ” 
was not getting “unv ! ' 
junk” a s the Washington 
ports had said. Other U4 
litazy contractors in Iran i r 
performing generally we t 

added, although some ha h 
ed to charge to Iran “r! p, 
ously large” salaries for 1 K 
personnel. * 

- He charged that U.S. j'i 
- media distort problems or 
ericans in Iran. When fa. 
security arrested gue~ 
who bad killed the Roc . 
men and other U.S. pera ” 
“you talk about the hum 
ghts of the terrorists bn- v ' 
about the human rights t, 
ose killed'"- he said. -- i 
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State run pensions 
South African life 


come under attack b 
insurance companies 


People are living longer 
and birth rates are falling. 
Which means that there 
are ever more old people 
in the population, putting 
an increasing harden on 
pension funds. The ques- 
tion is not just how to pro- 
vide for them, bat how to 
do it in a way that is fair 
to all the populace. 


LONDON (F.T.) — Nowadays, 
the concept of state-issued old 
age pensions is totally accep- 
ted in most industrialised 
countries. But in some parts 
of the world the very idea still 
arouses violent controversy. 

White South Africans have 
greeted their Department of 
Social Welfare and Pensions’ 
recent announcement that it is 
planning a state pension scheme 
with frosty disapproval. 

The most hostile reception 
came from the life assurance 
companies themselves. Mr. J.G. 
van der Horst, the chairman 
of the Old Mutual, one of South 
Africa’s leading assurance gr- 
oups, is among the most sca- 
thing critics. 

“It may well sound the death 
knell of the private pension 
fund movement and a large por- 
tion of the life assurance in- 
dustry,” he said in one of his 
recent attacks. 

. Then came most of the argu- 
ments advanced by free enter- 
prisers everywhere since the 
first government pensions 
scheme was put forward nearly 
100 years ago. 

“The attendant financial and 
economic implications are so 
vast and dangerous that it is 


well-nigh impossible to predict 
where the introduction of the 
proposed scheme will eventual- 
ly end.” 

When he said that, Mr. van 
der Horst could well have been 
taking a sideways look at the 
British -scheme. The original 
Pensions Act, first introduced 
in Britain in 1908, has under- 
gone so many changes and mo- 
difications, with many more 
mooted, that it is feared the 
total cost may soon escalate 
out of control. 

The reason is simply that 
people are living longer, while 
birth rates are falling. So fe- 
wer working people will have 
to pay more and more to sup- 
port ever-growing numbers of 
the retired. 

That is a practical worry. 
But Mr. van der Horst also has 
■ideological antagonisms: “A 

state contributory pensions 
scheme is completely socialistic 
in concept in that, because 
it will be government-controlled 
and will affect the whole popu- 
lation, it will remove from the 
people the personal incentive 
to provide for their own fu- 
ture.” 

It is true that, even in Eu- 
rope, where state pension 
schemes evolved, many people 
would prefer to control their 
own future welfare and pro- 
vide their own pensions. But 
there must be some concern 
in a humane community for 
those people who have never 
been in a position to provide 
for their old age. 

The South African insurance 
companies are also worried 
that, at least for the first ten 
or twenty years of any state 
scheme, the private schemes 
could not compete. 

The short answer to that 
from many critics of the free 


Inflation puts heavies 
wheTta pressure on middle cl; 

s of state schemes start 1 


Mexican 
new hopes 


oil 

to 


finds 

the 


bring 

Americas 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (CS- 
M). — Mexico is floating on a 
sea of ofl. 


Recent petroleum discover- 
ies suggest that Mexico is like- 
ly to become the Western He- 
misphere’s biggest oil producer 
in the near future — a deve- 
lopment of major importance 
for the energy-short United 
States next door. 


__ The size of the finds was out- 
lined by Mexican sources ear- 
lier this year during the five- 
day state visit to the U.S. of 
Mexican President Jose Lopez 
Portillo: 


REQUIRED 


Require experienced NCR 299 machine operator. 
Good knowledge of English and accounting 
principles is essentiaL Attractive salary. 


Please contact Mr. Khoury 

Orient Transport Coi, 

Wadi Essir street — opposite Alhurayyeh Press 
TeL 41217/42817 


— Oil reserves now are es- 
timated at 65 billion barrels, 
which are six times those of 
Alaska’s North Slope- 

— New finds, particularly 
in northern Mexico which have 
yet to be surveyed, could bo- 
ost the total to 100 billion bar- 
rels in the near future. 

There are numerous ques- 
tions about the "accessibility of 
the oil, the time needed to de- 
velop the new finds, and the 
ability of Petroleos Mexicanos, 
.the state oil monopoly, to ex- 
ploit the vast reservoir of oil. 
But the disclosures indicate 
that the world energy picture 
may have to be reassessed. 

In addition to the oil dis- 
coveries, vast related quanti- 
ties of natural gas have been 
located, expanding gas reser- 
ves “many-fold.” But no ex- 
act estimate has been made of 
the natural gas reserves. 

Mexican energy policy is fo- 
cused on developing these new 
oil and natural gas finds as 
quickly as possible. Moreover, 
Mexico indicates that the U.S. 
could become the major bene- 
ficiary of the oil. and natural 
gas bonanzas. 

Just before his state visit to 
Washington, Mr. Lopez Portil- 



lo approved deliveries of 40 
million cubic feet of natural 
gas a day for two months to 
the US. That is a relatively 
small amount, and Mexican 
officials describe it as “a drop 
in the pipeline,” but one that 
“could become a trickle, then 
a flow, and even a torrent.” 

Leaving room for hyperbole, 
it is evident that a good por- 
tion of Mexico's current and 
future oil and natural gas pro- 
duction will be sold to the U.S. 

The issue came up during the 
discussions President Lopez 
Portillo had with President 
Carter. 

Just how the Mexican oil 
flow will affect the U.S. depen- 
dency on imported oil from the 
member nations of the Organi- 
sation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) is unclear. 
But Mexico, while generally 
following the OPEC price st- 
ructure, is not an OPEC mem- 


ber, nor does it plan to become 
one. 

The major Mexican oil finds 
are concentrated In the south- 
ern Mexican states of Tabasco. 
Chiapas, and Campeche. Many 
of them are connected geologi- 
cally with the old Reforma fi- 
eld that had been petering out 
in recent years. 

Digging deeper and in relat- 
ed areas, Mexican oil geologi- 
sts five years ago began to 
sink a number of new wells. 
As exploration continued, Me- 
xican sources say, the size of 
the finds grew rapidly. 

At that point In 1975, Mexi- 
co clamped a policy of secre- 
cy on the exploration — and 
only hinted at the size of the 
discoveries. 

Currently oil exploration is 
also under way in Baja Cali- 
fornia, as well as in the north- 
ern states of Chihuahua, Coah- 
uila, and Tamaulipas. 


enterprise approach is, “Why 
should they?” If a state scheme 
is properly run, they argue, 
there should be no need for 
any private enterprise scheme. 

But that ignores some wider 
issues. ’Many people, even with 
the certainty of a state pen- 
sion, like to put something by 
during their working fives to 
improve the “twilight years.” 
In a fair society, it is argued, 
they should not be denied this 
right 

Much more urgent is the is- 
sue 
costs 

rising, as inevitably they do. 
This is because of inflation, the 
expanding numbers of people 
entitled to benefit and because 
a growing insurance fund gets 
more ditticult to increase in 
proportion as its size increases. 
Contributions must earn more 
money in relation to the total 
amount paid in so that bene- 
fits can keep pace. . * 

When that happens the state 
will oftqp, for political rea- 
sons, subsidise the fund rather 
than increase the workers' cont- 
ribution rates to a “commer- 
cial" level. 

Thus the true cost of a state 
pension scheme is often hidden, 
although critics claim that _the 
cost of state schemes, because 
of top-heavy bureaucratic ad- 
ministration, will always be 
higher than that of soundly 
run private schemes. 

The trouble with private 
schemes on the other hand, is 
that they are often inadequ- 
ate. Employers do not offer 
plans for their staff, and when 
an individual takes an initia- 
tive on his own, there is no 
contribution from the company 
— a point most state schemes 
insist on. 

Amid all the conflicting view- 
points the searcher for an ideal 
state scheme will hunt in vain. 

German social insurance star- 
ted under the Iron Chancellor, 
Bismarck, who could hardly be 
called a devout socialist. The 
original sickness benefit was 
extended until it offered a pen- 
sion, based on a complicated 
system which is now claimed 
by most Germans to be total- 
ly inadequate. 

The majority of other Euro- 
pean countries, except Britain, 
have schemes based on the 
German model, although dif- 
fering in detail. Britain runs 
a system whereby every per- 
son who has made the neces- 
sary number of weekly cont- 
ributions during his or her wor- 
king life gets a basic pension 
-- currently £15.30 for a single 
person or £24.50 for a married 
couple. 

There are supplementary be- 
nefits for people who cannot 
manage on that, and as the ave- 
rage weekly wage in Britain 
today is around £60, few think 
the pension adequate. 

But soon to be introduced in 
Britain is a new type of ear- 
nings-reiated pension with ear- 
nings-related contributions, al- 
though full details have yet to 
be worked out 

One thing does seem clean 
If companies can offer better 
pension schemes than the state 
plan, then workers can opt out 
of the state scheme. On the 
other hand a person may stay 
in a company scheme which 
falls below state standards and 
qualify for as many as three 
different pensions -- state ba- 
sic, state additional and occu- 
pational. 


ling or not, is drawn into them, 
and too often they become po- 
litical footballs. 

The trouble with private or 
company schemes is that they 
do not contain enough people 
within their net They can pro- 
vide fine benefits for those who 
can afford to pay' for teem, 
but notiiing for those who most 


need them. And too often 
are of little value to tfaoa 
change jobs, countries or 
ers several times over~« 
a working lifetime. 

Perhaps South Africa ht 
chance against, all the odi 
prove that with a proper! 
vised pensions scheme; 
who need it really get it 


LONDON, (CSM). — The 
financial distress of the late, 
great Winston Churchill’s wi- 
dow happens to be a particu- 
larly dramatic and visible, but 
by no means the first, or last, 
fcunplfl of a condition which 
could be getting more atten- 
tion than it does; r 


The rich escape by pu 
their funds into comxno 
--or inflation-safe {daces'. 


Organised labour even ; 
fits from inflation. It hai- 
ough political and indu, 
bargaining power to keef 
ead of it — - ahead, that 
tfl. it readies the rusawa; 
ases where even .org® 
labour begins to get hurt r 


She is the victim of what ch- 
ronic inflation is doing to th 
“middle class.” It is in deepe. 
trouble in every country which 
is not bringing inflation under 
control. 


So what? 


It is time, I suggest, to think 
about what a society will be 
like if the middle class. Is wip- 
ed out 


Does it matter that tfae" 
die class is being squeezed" 7 ' 
Would it be any great l or - 1 
mankind in general if the igE « 
die class simply dlsappe-r--*- 
and nothing was left bet ■ 
the very rich and oigak~__ 
labour? 


In Britain and Italy there 
isn’t much time left for doing 
anything about it The United 
States still does have time to 
think about this phenomenon of 
present-day events and time to 
do something about it — if ft 
chooses to do so. 


Definitions differ over what 
makes up a “middle class.” I 
think of it as that segment of 
the population which is able to 
put aside enough during the 
working years to be able to. 
live in human ’ dignity during 
retirement years- 


Isn’t the answer in 
that the countries with 
healthiest middle classes 
usually been the most 
cally stable and moderate^ 

.Had a strong middle- tOM; 
developed, gradually in 
ist Russia that country a 
not have lurched from a ty-»~ 
nical oligarchy under the ( 
to an even more tyrahnicaj^j 


mute 

igarchy under the commissrilr 


In Germany the middle "» 
was wiped out by the inflf — — 
of the twenties. Thus was 
way paved for Hitler 

Nflricm . 8f1 * 


Another attribute of the mid- 
dle class is a desire for educa- 
tion and for the enjoyment of 
the cultural values which edu- 
cation permits. Middle-class pe- 
ople will sacrifice almost ev- 
erything else to send their 
children to the best sources 
for higher education. 


The most politically st u 
parts of Western Europe \ y* * 
been Switzerland, Scandfau c 

the Netherlands France . • 

Britain. They also have had. 
strongest middle classes- 
from way back. 


Sir Winston certainly . tho- 
ught that he was leaving en- 
ough money to provide a com- 
fortable living for his dearly 
beloved wife after he was gone 
He could not have foreseen 
the ravages which inflation wo- 
uld work on her foods.' 


Sc 


Now she is reduced to selling 
pieces of family silver and 
some of his most treasured ear- 
ly paintings to keep herself In 
reasonable dignity. 


Switzerland and the Sea 
navian countries are ah^ 
synonymous with the. 
“bourgeoisie.” Of these 
ast healthy today Is Brijw 
where the middle class ■*(/{*• 
been hurt most by inflatim ^ 
major, feature of West 1 
many since World War n 
been the revival of a true > 
die class. 


It seems to me that the 
toxical case for the desk 
lity of a middle class is o 
whelming. But who makes 


That same ravage is under- 
mining the whole of the' mid- 
dle class in Britain. Among 
my own personal friends there 
are several who retired think- 
ing they had ahead of them 
such amenities as travel and 
winter homes in sunny .dimes. 


Inflation has eaten up their 
winter homes and their funds 
for travel, and also their capa- 
city to help their children and 
grand chfldreq to the kind of 
better education they them- 
selves usually enjoyed.. 


We hear much about 1 
importance of reviving pool 
investment capital. That m 
lowering taxes on business 
on the rich. And the woods 
full of projects for making^ 
easier and.- more affluent 
those J at the bottom of 
economic scale. 


We do not hear modi about 


The case for government 
ing the .rich, including. . 
business, is. impressive 
generally accepted. The 
goes jfor : helping to in 
the tot of those on the/ 
rungs of . the economic 


On the face of it, this con- * this condition because there 
cept seems to satisfy most cn- is little sympathy for the mid- 


teria. except to cater for those 
people who believe they can 
make the best provision for 
their own old age without any 
interference from anyone. 

The weakness of state 
schemes is that very often they 
become expensive for what they 
offer; also, they smack of com- 
pulsion because everyone, wil- 


dle classes from either above 
or below. Also the mfeteg flaw 
is not organised, as labour is. 
Nor does it have enough weal- 
th to buy political favour as 
the rich can. 


These two groups have * 
markable 'capacity to .gat 
they want from govemmt] 
They work together. They 
the most influential voices 
ard in .the corridors of 


Both the very rich and or- 
ganised labour axe able to es- 
cape the ravages of inflation.' 


- But- does anyone' come 
ward, and propose as adtj 
merit of the tax burden for 
specific purpose of 
"tlic" uiduTe 
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Neither vulnerable. South 
ieals. 

NORTH 
+ A8654 
•s? Q8742 
0 A 10 

♦ 8 

NEST EAST 

+ 10 + J T 

(7103 <7KJ6 

OJ97543 0 K 862 

4k 10654 *K7 32 

SOUTH 
+ KQ932 
V A95 
OQ 

♦ A Q J 9 

The bidding: 

South West North East 


The most pleasant tourna- 
ment on the American Con- 
tract Bridge League’s calen- 
dar is the regional champion- 
ship held each January in 
Bermuda. Large contingents 
from Canada and the New 
England states flock to this 
island paradise for a brief f 
respite from the wintry chill. 

Players who have been fol- 
- lowing the Bols bridge tips 
■ * .would have had ai) easy time 
on this deal from the 1977 
: Bermuda Regional,, held at 
‘-the Southampton Princess. 
The key play, an “intra- 
finesse,” was the subject of 
Gabriel Chagas’ bridge tip. 

Although the final con- 
tract was not. the soundest 
of undertakings, we can 
find no fault with the bid- 


ding.' North was certainly 
worth a jump to three spades 
at his first turn, and his 
fifth trump, i second-round 
club control and ace of dia- 
monds persuaded him to cue- 
bid on the next round. After 
tbat„ South took over, and 
. settled for a small slam when 
he discovered that three 
kings were missing. 

West led a diamond and 
declarer was not prepared 
to risk his contract by run- 
ning that to his queen— 
which was just as well. He 
won the ace of diamonds, and 
drew trumps in two rounds, 
ending in his hand. As is 
evident to the reader looking 
only at the North-South 
hands, declarer's problem 
was to hold his heart losers 
'to one. 

He led a low heart and 
when West followed low 
without a care, declarer de- 
cided to play East for the 
king— Tew Wests would have 
the fortitude to duck smooth- 
ly if they held the king. 
Therefore, declarer inserted 
dummy's seven. East won 
the jack and tried to-cash the 
king of diamonds. Declarer 
ruffed, cashed the .ace of 
dubs and ruffed a club in 
dummy, and. the crux of the 
hand had been reached. 

• After some thought, de- 
clarer made the winning 
play— he pushed the queen of 
hearts through East. 
Whether or not he covered. 
West's ten would be smoth- 
ered and the heart suit 
would be set up for only one 
loser. Thus the slam rolled 
home. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
8 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
aw letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


•Tm runhtog 
for office! 


OAAGE 


IFYOU 
ARE I'M 
BEHIND YOU! 



NAPAG 


RECHOM 


YARLIF 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print surprise answer here; 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LUNGE KNACK FUTILE CARBON 
Answer: CouW be important when ft comes to 
tightening your belt— A BUCKLE 


CROSSWORD 

PUZZLE 


.. Blanch 
i. Exasperated 
i. DuU surface 
. Man's name 
Smce 

I. — de France 
(.Margins 
». System 
Stout 

I. That man’s 
». Nee star 
1. Reduce 
l Fault 
i. Has debts 

"irmr 


25. Puff 

26. Ragmil 
29 Fashion 

31 Geological period 
32. Swing 
36. Climb 
38. Appreciable 
39 Stop light 
40. Enliven 

42. Arrive 

43. Comrade SC 

44. Mayday * 

45. Stratford-on- i 


SHran mu nma 
hhheo hh tanna 
anna amaHsaa 
HUH (sobs ana 

SfflSBHnSEJ SfflIH 

BOHS HS 90 

na no aaara 

HHE nfflQHHfflBH 

gram anna aaa 
aaHtDCjao anna 
aasa es sraaa 
saga a® HUSO 


SOLUTION Or YESTERDAY'S PUZZLE 
47. Type squares 2 Otd-womanish 


46. Town in 
Minnesota 


48. Camera's eye 

DOWN 

1. Uncivilized 

■FrT9”7o 



or time 25 min. 


3. Cupolas 

4. Curlycue 

5. Sailor 

6. Historical epochs 

7. Andiron 

8. Sensitive plant 

9. Young t«h 
10. Lessee 
16. Amid 

18. Chop 
Z1 Pig 
24 Dejection 

25. Home of 21 
Down 

26. Blanketlike 
snawl 

27 Threefold 
i 28. Smoothly * 
i 30 lighl-hKaited 
j 33. Coppice ' 

1,34 F ru»t 

1 35 Btoslul places 
37. Type square 
38 Monad 

41. En^me 

42. Presidential 

nickname 


AP Nemfestuns 





V 1 -3 Si 

i'J’. 

J / 


iv 

\ 1 

j/i 
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POWER AHOY ! - - Riding on 640 bogy wheels - - and probably the biggest load ever carried Oft pneumatic 
tyres - -a l a ,7iK>-tG3S£ “one-pfeM** ' power station is inched on to 2 b3rge for the first stage of its journey from 
Wait seed in nortfiejs; England to the Claymore Fie?d in the Worth £es. There *£ v/JH be positioned, with three 
other units, on the prediction deck cf the Claymore ‘A* oM product ?C!i o'stfcrrr,. The module is shout 45 metres 
long, 15 mslies wide S3d D metres high aud contains two genersiors which xaii\ produce some 50 megawatts -- 
enough to meet the electrical needs of a small town. Al so included in the equipment are special installations for 
the safety of the platform. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: An excellent day to think 
in terms of what you can do to improve your present life by 
bringing more of the spiritual into your activities. Be more 
aware of progressive procedures in the future. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Good day to get in touch 
with good friends and exchange ideas. But don't forget to 
handle some important business matters. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Taking part in some 
community affair can bring much prestige at this time. 
Avoid one who has given you trouble in the past. 

- GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Study your plans for the 
days ahead and be sure they are' practical. Forget some 
obsession you may have about something. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Be more 
modem in your thinking and get ahead faster. Show more 
devotion to your mate and increase happiness. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Know exactly what is 
expected! of you by associates and be more enthused in 
dealing with them. Take it easy tonight. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) A serious talk with 
associates now will bring more cooperation. Take no risks 
where your health is concerned. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Find hest way to get your 
business affairs running more smoothly. Then enjoy 
recreations with mate. Sidestep a troublemaker. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Study those changes 
that should be made in order to have more harmony at 
home. Handle business matters wisely. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Find more 
intelligent ways of pleasing those you deal with daily. 
Don't encroach on the rights of others. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Study your monetary 
position and find more ingenious ways of adding to your 
abundance. Stay within your budget. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Discuss your aims 
with good friends and gain their assistance in gaining 
them. Strive for increased happiness. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Find more efficient ways 
of operating in the future. Let your devotion to loved one 
be true and get excellent response. 



MAKE THE JORDAN TIMES WORK FOR YOU 

An advertisement in the Jordan Times will be seen 
by some 10,000 people in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
Don’t you have anything to say to them ? 

To spread your word, contact the Jordan Times 
advertising department by phone at 67171, or in person 
at the Jordan Times -AI Ra’i building, on University 


We 

^ MUTT AND JEFF 


WHERE S MISS STRONGSTQNE ^ 
IVE LOOKED EVERYWHERE - 
BUT CAN'T FIND HER / , 


CUT AND ABOUT 


...A BIT 
ON THE 
WEAK 
SIDE 

s. / 


I Rr.TTR MI VKIIOI si; ■ CHINESE 



I SENT HER 
HOME-SWE 
WASN'T 
FEELING 
WELL... 


S ... MISS 
STRONG- 
STONE 
ON THE 
WEAK 
SIDE sy 


SHE HAD TO USE &OTH 
HANDS TO MOVE THE 
SAFE OVER TO, 
THE NEW SPOT/ 


RESTAJJgANT 


rnmm 


Flras Wings Hotel, JabaJ 
Al T.uweSbdeh. Tel. 22103/4. 

Choice of THREE sot me- 
nus dally for lunch, and a 
la carte. 

Open 12-3 p.m. and 7-12 
p.m. Specially: steaks. 


First Chinese restaurant in 
Jordan. 

First Circle. Jafaal Amman, near 
the Ahl I yah School or CMS. 
Tel. 3S968. Open daily from 
noon to 3:30 p.m. and fi:30 p.m. 

to midnight. 

Also lake home serv ice -'order 
by phone. 


IEuick. ITIralR 






1 




^ FLINTSTONES 



- ■ • ' : , . .. ;• ■ 



’■ Restaurants for breasted 
chicken and light snacks 
Take home, lunch or dinner. 
Jabul Amman, First Circle. 
TeL 2M>83. Jabal Al I uweih- 
deh, llawuz Circle. Tel. 306-1 G 
jabal At Hussein, near Jeru- 
salem Cinema. Tel. 21781. 

Also In Zarka and Jr bed. 


*1 he Diplomat 


First Circle. J::H:sl Amman. 
Tel. 255U2 

Open from 7 :>■ I .• ;:i 

Restaurant, coiise-sl::?. <r- 
aek bar and patisserie. 

Oriental and Furopean spe- 
cialties. 


WOULD VOL) LIKE 
TO BUV A NEW 
SPORTS CAR? I DRIVE/ 




For advertising in above columns contact 
"Soul Wa Soura”Tel. 38869. 

Open from 9 a-ra. to 1 p.m. and 4*6 pjn. 



X _-L#> J * 

hunting or -^hunt oft 

FISHING OUTFIT?) FISH/ 
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U.N. water conference reportedly will 
hear Palestinian case against Israel 


MAR DEL PLATA, Argen- 
tina, March 15 (Agencies). — 
The United Nations World 
Water Conference here seems 
headed for a political row 
over Palestinian demands for 
the return of the Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 


As some 1,000 -delegates 
from 105 countries were work- 
ing out procedural matters for 
the 12-day conference yester- 
day. the delegate of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said he intended to raise 
formally his nation’s territor- 
ial claims against Israel. 


Mr. Salab Zawawi, PLO re- 
presentative for Latin Ameri- 
ca, told Reuter. “7 hope this 
conference will succeed in 
offering answers to the chronic 


problem of water shortage in 
the world. But we have lost 
not only water but also the air 
of our land. 

“We want the return of 
Gaza and the West Bank as a 
first step towards coexistence 
and the creation of a new de- 
mocratic state covering all 
Palestine.” 

Mr. Zawawi told Reuter he 
will make a formal statement 
as soon as possible. He said he 
was also planning to hold a 
press briefing shortly at the 
water conference site, the Hot- 
el Provincial. 

The conference opened yes- 
terday with appeals for inter- 
national water cooperation and 
a warning that their importan- 
ce had not been fully appre- 
ciated, AFP reported. 

The warning came from UJM. 
Secretray General Kurt Wal- 


dheim, who said in a message 
read to the delegates that it 
was surprising many strategies 
had tended to underestimate 
the role of water, a key ele- 
ment in most programmes 
aiming to improve human con- 
ditions. 

Mr. Waldheim said the most 
urgent need was to supply 

water for food production and 
to improve supplies to com- 
munities. But “vulnerable” 
lands had also to be used more 
intensively while the struggle 
was waged against floods and 
drought, be added. 

The conference Chairman, 
Argentinian engineer Luis Jau- 
reguy, commented that the 
conservation and profitable use 
of water were not isolated pro- 
blems which could be solved 
by one sector or one region. 

Water was a "heritage of hu- 


manity” and world govern- 
ments, through their delega- 
tions, bad decided to tackle 
the problem in depth and work 
out “adequate political opti- 
ons" and future actions, Mr. 
Jaureguy said. 

Mr. Jaureguy told newsmen 
after the opening session that 
access to sufficient drinking 
water should, be recognised a 
universal human right. 

"The ideas exist to solve 
this crisis, and the technologi- 
cal solutions are not lacking, 
what matters now. essentially.* 
is the spirit, “he said. 

Mr. Jaureguy hoped the co- 
nference would enable the le- 
ast the least developed countri- 
es to have access to all exis- 
ting techniques, so they co- 
uld improve conditions with- 
out being prisoners of the 
"tyranny” of cost-profit ratios. 



U.S. “considering” Zaire’ 


request for military aid 


CARTER MEETS TUT -- President Carter admires the gold 
mask of ancient Egyptian Pharoah Tut Ankh Amon at Wa- 
shington’s National Gallery Saturday where the treasures found 
over 50 years ago in the pharoah’s tomb are currently on exhi- 
bition. President Carter was accompanied on Saturday’s tour 
by Egyptian Ambassador Ashraf Ghorbal (right). (AP wirephoto). 


WASHINGTON, March 15 
(R). — The United States is 
considering a request by Zaire 
for military equipment to help 
counter an incursion across 
its border from Angola. 

The State Department saiff 
yesterday it had been asked 
for assistance in the form of 
“material”, but declined to give 
any details. Zaire sources said 
the request was made in the 
context of continuing ' U.SI 
military aid to the country and 
may take the form of speeded- 
up deliveries of equipment al- . 
ready on order. 

The United States is cur- 
rently giving Zaire $30.5 mil- 


ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS NEWS 


Filipino plebiscite 
postponed to April 21 


NATO begins probe into Comecon economy today 


BRUSSELS, March 15 (AFP). — 
The North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganisation (NATO) tomorrow 
begins a probe into the econo- 
mies of the Soviet Union and 
its six East European partners. 

In particular, the investiga- 
toin will cover the way trade 
is evolving within their econo- 
mic community, Comecon, and 
trade relations between the 
Warsaw Pact countries and the 
rest of the world. 

The study will be carried out 
from March 16 to 18 in Brus- 
sels by a so ere of experts from 
the United States, West Ger- 
many, France and Britain. 


M. Jacques Billy, bead of 
NATO's Economics Department, 
said yesterday there was an 
“easily observable” decline in 
the growth rates of the count- 
ries concerned, and several of 
them had trade deficits with 
the West or the rest of the 
world. But that the integration 
of the Comecon nations might 


lead to an improvement in the 
region’s economic performance. 

He said; "The lowering of the 
growth rates is a phenomenon 
that is developing slowly. 
The question of the deficits and 
indebtedness - - which m ig h t 
seem excessive - - has come in- 
to the news over the past few 
months.” 

On the theme of "growing 
deficits", M. Billy said; “They 
are leading the authorities to 
coordinate their foreign trade 
policies. In other words, closer 
bonds within Comecon would 
allow a more favourable long- 
term solution to their external 
supply problem. 

“For example, when East Eu- 
ropean countries get their en- 
ergy supplies from the USSR, 
they are asked to share in the 
investment effort that will lead 
to increased output in the fu- 
ture." 


economic group by about 1980." 
From around 1973-74, the oil 
price rise and the limited wes- 
tern market, had led the East 
Europeans to realise they had 
insufficient export resources 
and financing. 

Consequently they turned to 
the Soviet Union, which for 
obvious reasons, could not let 
them down. The recent Soviet 
loan to Poland, enabling it to 
get through a difficult foreign 
trade period, was "an illustra- 
tion of this new reality," M. 
Billy said. 

Turning to East-West trade 
he rejected the idea of with- 
holding technology on the 
grounds that this know-how 
could be used against the West 


M. Billy thought Comecon 
would be “a pretty integrated 


“This danger certainly ex- 
ists," he said, "but the West 
always has a technological lead 
which is a safeguard in itself, 
even though this lead is un- 
evenly spread among Western 
nations.” 


M. Billy added: "Expansion 
of East-West trade, especially 
after the Helsinki agreement, is 
a logical part of growing inter- 
national commerce. 

‘Trade with Comecon repre- 
sents only 5 per cent of NATO 
countries’ exports and only 3 
per cent of their imports. 

Nevertheless we should make 
sure that our commercial policy 
vis-a-vis the East serves our 
energy and commodities policy 
as far as possible. 

"We do not appear to devote 
enough ressources and thought 
to finding a highly diversified 
cover for our long-term needs.” 

M. Billy also said: “In regard 
to armaments, parity with the 
Warsaw Pact seems to have 
been attained approximately. 

“But as regards economic 
weapons, it is we who have the 
advantage. Should we use it in 
political negotiations or just in 
economic negotiations? That is 
a current question, but it is not 
for me to answer it.” 


MANILA, March 15 (R). — Pre- 
sident Ferdinand Marcos today 
announced the postponement 
from March 17 to April 21 of 
a plebiscite in 13 southern pro- 
vinces of the Philippines on the 
establishment of an autonomous 
region. 

The plebiscite, originally set 
for Feb. 21, has now been post- 
poned twice following, a dead- 
lock in peace talks being held 
by the government and the Mo- 
ra National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) in Libya. 


Mrs. Imelda Marcos, the pre- 
sident's wife, flew to Libya last 
week to seek the good offices 
of Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi to break the deadlock. 

President Marcos said in a 
speech today that it was neces- 
sary for the people in southern 
Philippines, where the two mil- 
lion Moslems minority live, to 
be given more time to study 
the issues. 

The Moro rebels have come 
out strongly against the holding 
of a plebiscite. 


Castro has 
talks with 
Ethiopians 


ADDIS ABABA. Match 15 
(R). — Cuban Premier Fidel 
Castro has held talks on bil- 
ateral relations between his 
country and Ethiopia during 
a visit here, according to the 
official press today. 


‘.lion worth of. military, aid, r 
ariy all of it in the form 
credits to purchase US. hat s' 
ware. Zaire is also raceiyfX 
about $35 million this year 'y.* 
economic aid for use in 'dev--' 
lopment projects, ..food, pr 
chases and peace corps ass 
tance.- 

Zaire quickly informed t 
-United. States after the Jnq 
sion -last week on its west* 

■ border with Angola,' but ii 
request for equipment cal 
“very recently’*, the Sate 
oartment said, 

' The incursion occured - 
Shaba province, formerly Bj 
anga, and the soldiers W|[l 
been described in press repoilflj 
from Zaire as Katanga gendar 
mes. The term refers to ; t 1 
2,000 to 4,000 soldiers w , 
fought in the Congo dvfl vr/. . 
on the side of Katanga. lead 
Moiso Tshombe and fled'.' ■ 
Angola after their defeat t» _ - 
ught an end to the civil war. '. 
the early 1960s. 

Diplomatic sources in K . 
shasa said today that the hn 
sion force has killed about- ‘ 
Zairese army soldiers.- The fa - 
ce reportedly blew up sera ’, 
bridges as Zairese array true - ' 
passed over them. 


But full details of Dr. Cas- 
tro’s unannounced trip, which 
began yesterday, have not yet 
been released. 


Mini-Red Sea summit announced 


March 15 (AFP). — Heads of 
state of Somalia, Sudan, and 
North and South Yemen will 
meet at Ta’izz in North Yemen 
next week, Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Mansour Khaled an- 
nounced in a statement printed 
today in the Khartoum newspa- 
per Ai Ayyam. 


The minister was quoted as. 
saying the summit would be 
between Presidents Jaafar Ni- 
meiri of Sudan, Lt. Col. Ibra- 
him Al Hamdi 'of North Yemea, 
Mr. Ziad Barre of Somalia and 
South Yemen head of state Sa- 
lem Rubaye’ Ali. 

Al Ayyam said the leaders 


would discuss issues of vital 
importance for enhancing co- 
operation. 

Observers said that because 
of the countries' proximity to 
the Red Sea security in the area 
would dominate the talks. 

President Nimeiri meanwhile 
flew today to Oman accompa- 
nied by Mr. Mansour Khaled 
on a six-day tour which will 
also include a visit to South 
Yemen. 

According to the Sudanese 
media, Mr. Nimeiri’s Yemen 
trip was concerned with "coor- 
dinating unified action aiming 
at guaranteeing Red Sea secu- 
rity." 


Photographs in the official 
press showed Dr. Castro arr- 
iving at the airport flanked 
by Ethiopian head of state 
Lt. Col. Mengistu Hail e-Mar- 
iam and' his deputy, Lt. Col.. 
Atnafu Abate. 


U.S. House 
votes to ban 
chrome imports 
from Rhodes^ 


Other pictures showed him 
holding talks with the two 
Ethiopian leaders and senior 
government officials and the 
captions slid the talks were 
on bilateral relations between 
the two countries. 


Concorde's New York court hearings postpmed Dr. Waldheim foresees 


Dr. Castro's visit, as part 
of a tour of several African 
and Arab countries, marks a 
significant step in efforts by- 
Ethiopia’s Marxist military 
rulers to secure closer ties 
with Communist states. 


WASHINGTON, March 3 ' 
(R). The U.S. House of S 
presentatives voted yesterit * . 
to bow to United Nations sa ' 
ctzons and stop importh; 
chrome from Britain*? brea' • 
away colony of Rhodesia. 

President Carter's ndnrfnfa 
ration supports the move? 
repeal a legislative amandine*' 
under which the United Stat : 
has been Importing the vft 
ore from Rhodesia since 19- ' 

In defiance of the UN.- sen-” - 
tftras. ; - 


NEW YORK, March 15 (AFP). 
— The New York federal 
court that was to begin hear- 
ings on a suit brought by Air 
France and British Airways to 
win permission for their Con- 
corde supersonic airliner to 
land in New York has agreed 
to postpone the hearings to an 
unspecified date, it was an- 
nounced here last night. 


craft is now using Dulles In- 
ternational Airport outside 
Washington on a 16-month 
trial basis, but the federal gov- 
ernment runs that airport and 
no other permission was need- 
ed for operation at Dulles. 


The suit is against the Port 
Authority of New York and 
New Jersey, which has so far 
refused to authorise Concorde 
to use New York’s Kennedy 
International Airport despite 
federal government permission 
for it to do so on a trial basis. 
The authority manages New 
York area airports as well as 
ports and other facilities. 


Last Wednesday a team of 
technicians representing Air 
France, British Airways and 
the builders of Concorde met 
port authority experts for two 
hours to explain that the air- 
craft could better observe the 
noise limits at Kennedy Air- 
port by using certain runways 
and takeoff procedures. 


time to the authority experts. 

The airlines probably hope 
that the latest information will 
be convincing enough tq per- 
suade the port authority to 
change course and allow the 
supersonic airliner to land in 
New York - - at least on a trial 
basis, as at Dulles. 


The postponement was joint- 
ly requested by attorneys for 
the two airlines and for the 


At the end of the meeting, 
the port authority experts said 
they would “carefully examine” 
the information submitted by 
the French and British techni- 
cians. So it would seem that 
British Airways and Air Fra- 
nce want to give a little more 


Meanwhile, in Washington 
the Federal Aviation Aumi- 
nistration (FAA) reported that 
the noise level of Concorde 
while taking-off from Dulles 
Airport had dropped in Feb- 
ruary from the levels of the 
previous months -- though the 
number of complaints from pe- 
ople living in the area rose 
from 64 in January to 90 last 
month. 


The report, issued yesterday, 
said that the average noise 
made by Concorde in taking-off 
last month was 116.3 perceiv- 
ed decibels, as against 120.2 in 


January and an average of 
119.6 for the first nine months 
of sendee. 

As to landings, the average 
February noise level was 114.1 
perceived decibels, slightly up 
on the 113.2 recorded In Jan- 
uary but below the 117.2 repre- 
senting the average for the 
first nine months. 

In commenting on the rise 
In the number of complaints 
last month, observers noted 
that it might have come from 
the fact that Concorde got a 
lot of publicity last month in 
connection with President Jim- 
my Carter's statements fav- 
ouring trial Concorde service 
to New York, but noting that 
he had no authority to order 
such service. 

Defenders of the environ- 
ment living near Dulles may 
have decided it was a good 
time to lift their voices in pro- 
test. . 


progress in Vienna’s 
Cypriot issue talks 


Dr. Castro will begin a 
three-day official visit to Tan- 


Editorial comment 

-- p. 2 • 


zania tomorrow, Tanzania of- 
ficials in Dar Es S alaam said 
today. 


port authority. Spokesmen for 
the federal court and for Air 
France said that the delay was 
aimed at enabling technical 
experts for the two sides to 
complete examination of cer- 
tain studies. A new date for 
the start of bearings is to be 
set in the next 10 days. 


February’s Saudi oil output was below 
average again, weekly oil survey says 


There has been widespread 
opposition to Concorde in New 
York on the grounds of noise 
pollution. The supersonic air- 


BAHRAIN, March 15 (R). — 
Saudi Arabian oil production 
last month was again well be- 
low target and appeared to have 
averaged about nine million bar- 


rels of crude oil a day, accor- 
ding to the authoritative oil 
weekly Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES). 


production by the Arabian Ame- 
rican Oil Company (ARAMCO) 
averaged around nine million 
barrels a day, the weekly said. 


WALL STREET REPORT 


Prices managed another good advance Tuesday on the New 
York stock exchange where the industrial average gained nearly 
7 points in active trading. 

The average had already climbed more than 10 points on 
Monday and the continuing rally seemed to be fuelled by renewed 
confidence about the market and the U.S. economy among Ame- 
rican investors, especially institutions. 

However, waves of profit-taking appeared throughout the 
session and the market did not close at its highest level of the day. 

Gainers led losers at the bell by a wide 964 to 507 margin. 

Auto issues were strong as car manufacturers issued good 
sales reports for the first ten days of March. Aluminium, airline 
and gold mines shares also posted some sizeable gains. Sony was 
the most active issue today, unchanged at $10. 

At the close, the industrial average shows at 965.09. a gain 
of 6.73 points : Tnansp at 227 .36, a gain of 2.00 ; utilities at 106.40, 
a loss of 0.16. 23,960,000 shares changed hands, of which 3,980,000 
during the last hour. 


Bad weather which stopped 
oil shipments from Saudi Ara- 
bia's main oil terminal at Ras 
Tanura in the Gulf was again 
partly responsible for the count- 
ry's failure to reach its target 
of 10 million barrels a day du- 
ring the first quarter of this 
year, the Nicosia-based weekly 
added in this week’s issue. 

Although official Saudi figu- 
res have not yet been published, 
preliminary indications suggest 


The weekly said that world 
demand at the moment seemed 
sufficient to sustain relatively 
high production rates in both 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, respec- 
tively the world's biggest and 
second biggest oil exporters. 

MEES argued iast week that 
such high demand would tend 
to lengthen the Life of the pre- 
sent two-tier oil price system in 
force since the beginning of the 
year. 


UNITED NATIONS, March 
15 (R). — U.N. Secretary Gene- 
ral Kurt Waldheim said yester- 
day that forthcoming talks In 
Vienna offered a chance, “for 
the first time,” to make sub- 
stantive progress towards a 
settlement of the Cypriot is- 
sue. 

The sixth round of negotia- 
tions under his auspices bet- 
ween Greek -Cypriot and Tur- 
* kish-Cypriot representatives is 
to begin in the Austrian capi- 
tal on March 31. 

Mr. Waldheim told reporters 
that reaching a settlement wo- 
uld be a lengthy process, but he 
thought “something will come 
out" before the end of the year. 
• The UN. chief conferred 
with Archbishop Makarios and 
Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash in Cyprus last mon- 
th, two weeks after the island's 
two leaders had held their first 
meeting for 13 years. 

The Vienna talks are expec- 
ted to include the possibility 
oF creating a federal republic 
on a bi -communal basis, under 
a central government. 

Other topics likely to be dis- 
cussed are the independence 
and political neutrality of Cyp- 
rus, a solution of territorial 
issues on the bases of owner- 
ship before the island's inde- 
pendence, freedom of move- 
ment of the inhabitants and 
freedom of settlement and pro- 
perty ownership. 

U.N. observers said they be- 
lieved that both sides now re- 
cognised a need to compro- 
mise. 


They said President Makarios 
might have decided that UN. 
resolutions on Cyprus could 
not be implemented so long as 
Turkey opposed them, and Mr. 
Denktash probably realised he 
was unlikely to obtain inter- 
national recognition for a sep- 
arate Turkish-Cypriot state. 


The government-owned Da- 
ily News said in Dar Es Sa- 
laam today the state recep- 
tion for Castro was expected 
to be the bi gg est ever for a 
foreign leader. 


No further details of Dr. 
Castro’s visit were immedia- 
tely available. I 


The Senate was expected;;* 
vote late today on a sbafl- 
bfll aimed at reimposlng i 
embargo on imports nr.cki 
me from Rhodesia. 

Such dealings are~itijptinay\ 
to the Rhodesian econoW 
which, would be fait by a ravr 1 
ed UJS. embargo. The Cart 
administration hopes that -t 
peal of the amendment . w 
help to prod Rbodeolan PrS f 
. Minister Ian Smith tato aa r 
negotiations on creating 'fate V 
majority role in the rebel te 
ritory. 


Hong Kong daily reports meeting 
between Chairman Hu a, Teng after 
purge of “gang of four" radicals 


HONG KONG, March 15 (AFP). 
— Chinese leader Hua Kuo- 
feng met ousted former Vice 
premier Teng Hsiao-ping in a 
Peking hospital shortly after 
the downfall of the “gang of 
four”, the local Chinese daily 
Ming Pao said today. 

The paper said the two men 
went to see ailing Marshall Liu 
Po-cheng separately on Oct. 26. 
less than three weeks after the 
arrest of the four radical lea- 
ders, including the late Chair- 
man Mao Tse-tung's widow 
Chiang Ching. 


Quoting one of six documents 
purportedly issued by the Chi- 
nese Communist Party Central 
Committee recently, the dally 
Ming Pao said that when Mr. 
Hua arrived at the .hospital Mr. 
Teng was already in Marshal 


Liu's room. It was the disgraced 
vice premier, ousted after Pe- 
king’s Tien An Men Square ri- 
ots last April, who told the 
blind marshal that " Chairman 

Hua is here to see you." 

After Mr. Hua took his seat, 
Mr. Teng said he was leaving. 
But Mr. Hua stopped him from, 
doing so, adding, “do you think 
I can push you away?” 

According to the paper's re- 
port Marshal Liu, one of Chi- 
na’s two most respected mili- 
tary men, said: "The era of the 
gang of four- has passed. From 
now on we must unite toge- 
ther." 

The other veteran is Marshal 
Yeh Chieh-ying, the no. 2-man 
in China's hierarchy. 

When Mr. Teng described 
himself as a “capitalist-roader" 
Chair man Hua quickly pointed 
out that the phrase was only 
coined by the “gang of four" 


without Chairman Mao’s appr 
val. - : 

The 82-year-old marshal a 
ked Mr. -Hua to improve _& 
people’s living conditions whi- 
Mr. Teng urged the chaimu 
to concentrate on agricultu 
and light industry in the m 
demisation of the country. -- t 
It is further claimed that 1 m 
fore leaving, Mr. Hua aske- 
the ailing veteran what he net 
ded and the marshal said tbi 
his last wish was for Mr. Ten 
to preside over his funeral « 
remony if he should die be 
cause they had been woildn 
together for more than 50 year 
Ming Pao expressed the vie 1 
that Marshal Liu's wish migt 
force the Party Central Coir 
mittee to quickly decide M; 
Teng*s future since more thaj 
half of the militarymen now \ 
power had been working unde, 
the marshal. h 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


Carter administration wants 


1 MMAN. March 15 (R). — Mr. Taher Tawfiq, Chairman of Iraq’s 
“ Higher Agricultural Council, yesterday opened the third Tech- 
nical Conference of Arab Agricultural Engineers, Baghdad Radio 
reported- The conference is being held under the slogan : “Integra- 
tion of Arab manpower for rural development," the radio added. 


I AHnAU hJ A BI/CT DTDADT ATTAWA, March 15 (AFP). — Nearly a score of nations have 

LON DUN MAKvvt I KtrUK I * ft. “p * oi 


The market Tuesday closed narrowly mixed after a quiet ses- 
sion, dealers said. At 15:00 the F.T. index was down 1.4 at 427.4. 
Government bonds were mixed with a fell in money market 


interest rates making for gains of 1/4 among short- and medium- 
dated loans. Longer maturities eased around 1/4 on profittaking. 

Equities also met profittaking but some issues firmed. Uni- 
lever gave back lOp of its sharp rise Monday. Gold shares were 
mixed but with a firmer bias. * 

A.P. Cement, Fisons, Guest Keen, Hawker, Shell, Tube Invest- 
ments, Vickers and Metal Box showed net falls of 3p to 7p. 
J. Lucas, Bo water, Glaxo and ICI firmed between 3p and 5p. 

Overseas traders met more interest but some softened on 
profittaking. Rio Tinto Zinc and Esperanza were both around 
7p up. 

Brooke Bond was l-l/2p easier after half-year profits which 
were in line with expectations, dealers noted. Judge International 
advanced to 23p from lip overnight after the agreed 25p cash 
offer from B5R, unchanged at 127. 


the new 200-mile limit The chief topic was the future of the Inter- 
national Commission for North-West Atlantic F ishin g (ICNAF) 
which has 17 members. The United States has quit the body but 
is sitting in as an observer at the present gathering, whicb opened 
yesterday. The decision by the U.S. and Canada to extend their 
fishing limits to 200-miles from last Jan. I means that ICNAF 
loses 90 per cent of the zone it controls, - - and with it. 95 per 
cent of its catch. ' 


WASHINGTON, March 15 (R). — Petroleum provided nearly half 
" of America’s energy in 1976, a year in which total energy use 
increased fay 4.8 per cent after declining in the two previous years, 
the Interior Department said yesterday. The department said 
energy use totalled 73,999 trillion British Thermal Units (18.648 
trillion kilo-calories), in 1976 j The record for energy use is 74,555 
trillion units (18,788 trillion kilocalories), set in 1973. Petroleum 
was the largest energy source, -supplying 47.2 per cent of aril ener- 
gy needs. Almost half of this was imported. 


WASHINGTON, March 15 (AFP). — The Soviet Union shipped 
” nuclear arms to the Egyptian. Port of Alexandria daring the 
1973 Mideast war, but decided not to unload them there in the 
face of American reaction, syndicated col umnist s Jack Cloherty 
and Bob Owens reported yesterday. Without identifying their 
sources, the two newsmen said the weapons in question were 
nuclear warheads that could have been mounted on Soviet ground- 
to-ground SCUD missiles that had been delivered to Egypt and 
could have reached Israeli territory. 

DRUSSELS, March 15 (AFP). — U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus 
u Vance will meet here with ambassadors of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO, on March 26 before he starts his 
first official visit to Moscow the next day, a U.S. source said here 
today. 

BELGRADE, March 15 (R), — Mr. Veselin Djuranovic, a 5I-year- 
” old politician scarcely known outside his native Republic of 
Montenegro, was today elected Yugoslavia's new Prime Minister. 
The Federal Assembly, meeting in a special session, endorsed his 
nomination last month by President Tito. The post of prime mi- 
nister has been vacant since Mr. Dzemal Bijedic was killed in an 
air crash on Jan. 18. 


lighter penalties for sale, 


possession of marijuana 


WASHINGTON, .March 15 (R). — The Carter administration 
yesterday proposed the removal of harsh criminal penalties foi 

smaa Quantities of marijuana bid ‘ 
saw. it would continue to discourage use of- the drag. 

Director-designate of the White House - 
Offiro of Drug Abuse Policy, told the House. of. Representative! 
special committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control criml- 
najjienattfes had not proved appropriate or an effective deter-* 


TEHRAN, March 15 (R). — The Shah, of Iran said today his antoed 
i forces will remain non-atomic, but they must be equipped to 
be more powerful than an atomic force. Iran’s extensive borders 
left no choice but to provide the armed forces their requirements, 
enabling them to fulfil promptly their national duties anywhere, 


the monarch told the official Paars news agency after reviewing 
an air display at Khatemi airbase in Isfahan, south Iran. 


Price of gold dosed In London Tuesday at $146A5/oz. 


IfUWAIT, March 15 (R). — Kuwaiti newspaper and printing press 
j ■» owners have formed a four-million dinar (£8 million) paper 


company, it was announced today. The government will have a 
30-per-cent stake in the company, whose task will be to import 
and eventually manufacture paper, the announcement said. 


MIENNA, March 15 (R). — A young Romanian was pulled out 
* alive from earthquake rubble in Bucharest today after being 
entombed for 10 days. The survivor, 19-year-oId Mr. Sorin Crainic, 
was found in the debris of a block of flats destroyed in the devas- 
tating Romanian quake on the night of March 4. The Aqerpress 
news agency said he was buried for more than 250 horns without 
food or water. 


“It is dear that substantia] aAi%nal research needs to 
aMemd one cannot say with absolute certainly that addttk* 
studies wfli not demonstrate serious potential health hazaj 
(from marijuana use),” he said. . • 

— J?®? amtinue to discourage marijuana use, but we I 

2? UnaI ***** brand otherwise law-abiding, people 

me me neither an effective nor an appropriate deterrent” 

. . saM tbte: despite harsh penalties, marijuana l 
had rteadfiy increased in the past .10 years. As. many, as 35 n 
^“Americans had tried the drag, he said, aad recent estimaj 
showed some 11 minion were now using it every week. 

kw, anyone found guilty of simple p< 
session and distribution of marijuana risked' up to five yw 

S* 1 a $15,000 fine for drafts* offence and fSOJb 
for a second offence. 

suggested redudng^ ^pemdtles tor sM 
pOMMston of 'small am o un t s of the ding and making ft a rt 
rawer than criminal, offence. . 

r ^ g ea rch so for indicated marijuana in moden 
“Gstswas not addiction-forming "Sand probably does not pc 
an Immediate substantial health hazard,*^ - “ " 







